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The Priestly Office. 


«@ Sermon, preached in St. Luke’s Church, 
New-York, on occasion of the Admission 
to the holy Order of Priests, of the Rev. 
Cornelius R. Duffie, A. M., Rector of St. 
Thomas’ Church, New-York, on Monday, 
October 11,1824. By Bensamin T. On- 
penponk, 2..M., an Assistant Minister of 
Trinity Church, New-York, and Profes- 
sor of the Nature, Ministry, and Polity of 
the Church, in the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. Published 
at the request of the Vestry of St. Thomas’ 
Church. 


1 Timothy iii. 1.—“ The office of a bishop.” 


Sr. Paul’s Epistles to Timothy and Titus 
afford very important information on the 
subject of the original constitution of the 
Christian ministry. There is no branch of 
this subject of deeper interest to the Church 
at large, and to Christians individually, 
than that which relates to the transmission 
of ministerial authority. It is obvious from 
Scripture, that the ministry is a special! 
embassy from God himself. It follows, of 
course, that its powers can be rightly ex- 
ercised, and so exercised as that a ratifi- 
cation and acknowledgment of its acts, on 
the part of God, can be certainly expected, 
by those only who have a direct commis- 
sion from God himself, or who receive 
their commission from them whom He has 
authorized to impart it. The question 
therefore, with whom authority to impart 
the ministerial commission was originally 
intrusted, is one of infinite importance ; 
inasmuch as they, and their legitimate 
successors only, can confer power for the 
valid exercise of the ministry. 

It is not intended to enter, at present, 
into a minute examination of this subject; 
but only to notice two or three particulars 
relating to it, as introductory to a more 
special improvement of the interesting so- 
lemnities about to engage our attention. 

There is an éxpression in each of St. 
Paul’s respective epistles to Timothy and 
Titus, which has an important bearing 
on this particular. To Timothy he says, 
* Lay hands suddenly on no man”*—~an ex- 





te 


* 1 Tim. ¥. 22. 
VoL. IX. 


pression which, it will not be doubted, re- 


fers to ordination to the ministerial office. 


To Titus he says, ‘‘ For this cause left I 
thee in Crete, that thou shouldest ordain, 
elders in every city.”* And both Timo- 
thy and Titus have minute directions 
given to taem as to the persons whom 
they should ordain to the ministry.f 

You must be aware, my brethren, that 
it is the doctrine of some Protestant com- 
munions, that the power of ordination rests 
with the Church in its aggregate capacity, 
that is, with its members at large; and of 
others, that it rests with » company of 
pastors, denominated a presbytery. It is 
obvious, however, that St. Paul determines 
otherwise, and regarded Timothy and Ti- 
tus, in their individual official capacity, aa 
each capable of conferring holy orders. 
And as we know, from Scripture autho- 
rity, that there were at Ephesus, where 


Timothy was particularly appointed to ex-. 


ercise his ministry, and as there is every 
reason to believe, that there were also at 
Crete, at this very time, elders or pastors 
of the Church, it follows that Timothy 
and Titus must have possessed powers sue 
perior to those of the elders. This conclu. 
sion is corroborated, when we consider 
farther, that in an address of St. Paul to 
these very elders of Ephesus, recorded in 
the Acts, he says not one word on the sub. 
ject of care in the most important matter 
of choosing and ordaining fit persons for 
the ministry.+ 

In the chapter whence the text is taken, 
St. Paul gives Timothy directions as to 
the proper qualifications of those who 
were to be advanced to the holy orders of 
bishops and deacons. A comparison of this 


with other parts of the New Testament, . 


and especially with similar directions from 
St. Paul to Titus, seems clearly to evince 
that the persons here termed bishops, and 
those elsewhere termed elders, were mem- 
bers of the same order in the ministry. 
Hence the conclusion has been drawn, that 
the primitive bishops were but elders, or 
pastors of single congregations. 

That the names bishop and elder were 
originally applied to the same order, is 
cheerfully ¢onceded. But we think our- 
selves warranted by both holy Scripture 
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* Titusi.5. + 1Tim.iii.; Titus i, 6—9 
+ Acts xx. 17, &e. 
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and ancient authors, in maintaining that 
there was an order, of which the Apostles 
were the first members, superior to this 
of bishop or elder; and that this order 
also embraced Timothy, Titus, Clemens, 
Epaphroditus, the angels of the apocalyp- 
tick churches, and others, in the apostles’ 
days; and was continued in the persons 
of their suecessers. A father of the fourth 
century®* states expressly, that the succes- 
sors to the apostolick office relinquished 
the name of apostle, leaving it as the pe- 
culiar designation of the first holders of 
the supreme ministerial dignity, and took 
to themselves, and for their successors, 
one of the titles—that of bishop—which 
had previously appertained to the second 
order. Thus, then, the three orders of 
ministers, originally styled apostles, bi- 
shops or elders, i.e. presbyters, and dea- 
cons, were afterwards denominated bi- 
shops, presbyters, and deacons. _ 

It is, therefore, in perfect consistency 
with the scriptural and primitive view 
taken by our Church on the subject of the 
ministry—its existence in three orders, 
with the supreme power of government, 
and the only power of ordination, confined 
to the first—that we admit “ the office of 
2 bishop,” named by the apostle in the 
text, to be that of the ordinary pastor, the 
second order in the ministry, known now 
by the name of priest or presbyter. 

The promotion of a member of the third 
into this second order of the ministry, is 
now about to be solemnized. Among her 
edifying provisions for so important and 
interesting an event, the Church prescribes 
* a sermon or exhortation, declaring the 
duty and office of such as come to be ad- 
mitted priests ; how necessary that order 
is in the Church of Christ; and also how 
the people ought to esteem them in their 
office.” To these topicks, therefore, my 
brethren, your attention is now solicited. 

The office of a priest is the second of 
the three grades in which, it appears from 
holy Scripture and ancient authors, Al- 
mighty God, by his Holy Spirit, con- 
stituted the ministry of the Christian 
Church. 

This ministry is declared in the New 
Testament to be an embassy from God, 
his vicégerency on earth, and in the stead 
of the personal ministry of the divine Re- 
deemer.§ In order to secure that genuine 
commission from God himself, without 
which it is impossible for such an office 
td be held, ‘he appointed, and, by his di- 
vine providence, preserves, an uninter- 
rupted succession, wherein the ministerial 
authority, at first directly conferred, till 





* Theodoret. 
First rubrick in “The Form and Manner 
of Ordering Priests.” 
¢ See preface to the Ordinal, and the collect 
in the Ordering of Priests. 
§ 2 Conv. QU: 


this time has been, and even unto the end 
of the world will be, continued among 
men. 

In every period, then, of the world, when 
a commission is received in this regular 
line, the individual receiving it is as if, at 
that instant, a voice from heaven vested 
him with power to go out among men on 
an embassy from the living God. 

Such then, so holy, so heavenly, so infi- 
nitely momentous, is the offce of a priest. 
Who are we, that we should be the sub- 
jects of such a vocation! How careful 
should we be, and how guilty are we, and 
to what a tremendous account must we be 
called, if we are not careful, to walk wor- 
thy of it! 

The duty of a priest—of one who holds 
this heavenly commission—ig, first, 

To administer the Christian sacraments. 

It is his to perform that holy office, 
which, by divine appointment, is the mean 
of taking men from their state of nature, 
and giving them that new birth which 
brings them into a state of grace, a coves 
nant-state, in which God, as one party, 
pledges to man, as the other, on condi- 
tions which, when capable, he is to per- 
form, and until then, absolutely, the spi- 
ritual and eternal blessings procured by 
the mediation of Jesus Christ. 

This covenant-state is membership of 
the body or Church of the Redeemer. And 
this holy society is the appointed channel 
and instrument for conveying to man all 
the good, here and hereafter, designed by 
the religion of his Saviour, and purchased 
for him by that Saviour’s merits.* 

A ministration of such infinite and ever. 
lasting consequence as the admission of 
men into this Church and covenant, is @ 
part of the duty of a Christian priest, by 
virtue of the heavenly commission where- 
by only he can be qualified to represent 
the great God himself, and engage for 
him, in this holy covenant, 

It is also his duty to adriinister that 
other sacrament which is declared, in 
Scripture, to present to the reception of 
the faithful the body and blood of their 
Redeemer; to be thus the communion of 
that body and blood; and to show, or re- 
present, the Lord’s death, in which they 
were given for the life of the world. 

Thus it is his province to impart to the 
members of the Church their highest pri- 
vilege, and a special mean of communion 
with their Lord, and thus of the sa. ctify- 
ing, directing, aiding, and saving grace 
of his Holy Spirit. 

Leading the publick devotions of theChurch, 
is another part of the priest’s duty. And 
this he does, not merely as one of the con- 
gregation, expressing their common wants 
and common praise, but in his peculiar of- 





* See 1 Cor. xii. 13; Eph. ii. 16, to end; iv. 
Ti—16; vy. 25—30$ Col. ii. 18; 19; i Tim. iii. 16. 
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fice as the minister of Heaven, duly au- 
thorized to appear for God to men, and for 
the Church at the throne of grace. Having 
come, as it were, from the celestial courts, 
on an embassy to mankind, in the exercise 
thereof, he admits them into the Church; 
and then, preceding them to the mercy- 
seat, lays before their covenant-God, their 
and his humble supplications, and devout 
praises and thanksgivings. 

Preaching the Gospel is a highly im- 
portant duty of the Christian priest. 

This office, it is well observed by the 
judicious Hooker, does not merely include 
the delivery of sermons, but also all those 
publick acts in which the ministers of the 
Church impart her instructions and con- 
golations. 

One of leading importance is the read- 
ing of the Scriptures. 

In this, also, the priest is not to be re- 
garded merely as one of an assembly of 
Christians, reading for their mutual com- 
fort and edification. He should be viewed 
in his official character. He has a com- 
mission from the same divine source 
whence emanated that of the prophets, 
evangelists, apostles, and other inspired 
men, by whose instrumentality the Holy 
Ghost gave to the world the volume of re- 
velation. He is even sent as the Father 
sent his only Son, by whose divine coun- 
sels the evangelical pages are enriched ; 
and thus appears in the stead of Christ 
himself. 

When, therefore, he reads the volume of 
the holy book in the ears of the people, it 
is as if the prophet, the evangelist, the 
apostle, or the Lord himself, was again 
communicating what has been written for 
our learning. 

The duty of preaching the Gospel is also 
discharged in the reading of those apocry- 
phal books, and those exhortations and 
other addresses to the people, which, not 
being inconsistent with the Gospel, the 
Church sets forth in her holy offices. 

Two particulars of the sacerdotal func- 
tions, under this head, deserve especial 
notice. 

The first is the declaration of absolution 
or remission of sins. 

There is something in the commission 
which our Saviour gave on this subject, to 
the ministry of his Church, and which the 
ordaining officer repeats, at the present 
day, when he imparts the priestly func- 
tion, ‘* Whosesoever sins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them ; and whosesoever 
sins ye retain, they are retained ;”* which 
clearly shows that more must be meant 
than merely the consolatory assurance, 
which any Christian may impart, that re- 
pented sins will be forgiven, It must re- 
fer to a solemn authoritative act. 

But the broad principle that none can 
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* St.Jolm xx. 23. 
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forgive sins but God only, forbids such a 
sense of this commission as supposes the 
act it expresses to be the man’s own, his 
own forgiving, or his own retaining, of the 
sins. We can find a satisfactory and consis- 
tent solution, only in regarding it as refer- 
ring to an official and authoritative decla» 
ration, by the priest, in the name of God, 
that pardon is extended on repentance, 
and withholden without it; and as de- 
claring this to be the ordinary and ap- 
pointed mode whereby tbe divine prero- 
gative of forgiving and retaining sins is 
exercised. 

We may, therefore, believe assuredly 
that where this declaration meets, in those 
to whom it is made, the hearty repentance 
and true faith which are essential requi- 
sites for pardon, it is the mean of actually 
conveying to them the forgiveness of their 
sins; and connected with announcing these 
requisites, is an official declaration that 
the sins of those who do not possess them 
are retained or unforgiven. 

imparting the sacerdotal benediction, is 
another duty of a priest to be wy, 
viewed. It is an act in the name of God, 
and if properly received, we should not 
doubt, is ratified by him, and thus made 
the mean and instrument of imparting 
his blessing. 

Another particular in preaching the 
Gospel, are the priest's own expositions of 
holy writ, in the form of sermons, lectures, 
or other addresses to the people. 

This requires great care and attention 
that it be truly the preaching of the Goa- 
fel. Its matter should be drawn entirely 
from the sacred pages, and should be a 
sincere and full exhibition of their con- 
tents ; and its manner, such as is demand- 
ed by their high character, infinite im- 
portance, and awful sanctions. What will 
please, what will be popular, what wili 
promote his own reputation or temporal 
interests, what will shield him from cen- 
sure, what will sit as easily and lightly as 
may be upon his people, are questions 
which should not enter the mind of the 
faithful pastor. What is jis duty, what is 
their’e to whom he is sent, what does the 


word of God require, what is demanded - 


by the particular circumstances of his 
flock, their prevailing errors, and their 
besetting sins, for what will he be re. 
sponsible, when called to render an ac, 
count of his stewardship, are the ques. 
tions which he should anxiously ask him. 
self, end pray and strive that he may so 
answer them in lis ministry, as not to be 
dismayed when they are asked at the bar 
of God. 

The various particulars comprised un- 
der the head of parochial duty, also de- 
volve on the parish priest. 

By these he is to form that acquaint. 
ance with his flock, which will enable him 
to be their enlightened counsellor, and so 
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rightly to divide among them the word of 
truth, as that each may have, in due sea- 
son, his appropriate portion. 

In this way, too, they are to have ex- 
tended to them the instryctions, consola- 
tions, and ordinances of religion, who are 
prevented, by sickness or infirmity, from 
seeking them in the temple; or who, un- 
der circumstances of affliction, need the 
special kindness and care of their spiri- 
tual guide. 

It ought not to be unnoticed, that the 
connexion of the priest with the Church 
at large, imposes upon him correspond- 
ing obligations. As a member of her 
councils, and in other relations to her in 
which he may be placed, his attention 
will be claimed, and should be conscien- 
tiously devoted, to the various duties 
thence arising, promotive of her order, 
unity, purity, and prosprrity. 

Avery essential and comprehensive class 
of the duties of a priest, is composed of 
the various means he must employ to fit 
himself, through the divine blessing, for 
discharging his holy functions. 

He must give peculiar attention to cul- 
tivating, in all the appointed ways, the 
true spirit and power of religion in his 
own heart, and manifesting them by the 
purity and holiness of his life. He must 
cherish the virtues of meekness, patience, 
long suffering, gentleness, and love, which 
should characterize the intercourse of a 
pastor with his flock, and under the infiu- 
ence of which, bearing long with their 
waywardness and slowness of understand. 
ing, he may hope that patience and perse- 
verance will be biessed with the success 
jong sought by industry and earnestness. 
He must have that zeal, cisinterestedness, 
and prudence, which are essential to an 
eflectual exercise of the ministry among 
the hard hearts, perverse tempers, and 
endlessly varying dispositions, with which 
he will have to contend. He must strive 
to be every thing, and do every thing, sanc- 
tioned by undeviating adherence to the 
doctrines and order of the Gospel, and 
consistent with the maintenance of a good 
conscience, which holds out any prospect 
of winning souls to Christ. 

Besides cultivating the principles which 
are to regulate his heart, and govern his 
conduct, the faithful priest must be assidu- 
ous in the studies which tend to increase 
the knowledge whereby he is to make 
others wise unto salvation. “The priest’s 
lips,”’ say the lively oracles, “should keep 
knowledge, and they should seek the law 
at his mouth.” 

Every thing, therefore, which tends to 
throw light on the true understaading of 
the Scriptures, (and there is hardly a 
branch of science not here included,) is 
an interesting and important subject of 
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inquiry to him who would lead men into 
the truth, combat the specious objections 
of errour, and expose the sophistries of in- 
fidelity and heresy. 

With this view of the duty of those who 
come to be admitted priests, it is surely 
not too much to say, that while there is a 
sinner to be converted, an errour in faith 
or practice to be reformed, a soul to be 
saved, or a God to be worshipped on earth, 
their work is not, and cannot be, come 
pleted, Let them, then, keep back from 
all pretence to this holy office, who are 
not prepared to give to it their whole 
soul, and their whole life. Let them stop 
before they take those vows which must 
be faithfully performed, or their souls be 
perjured, 

How necessary this order of the priest- 
hood is in the Church of Christ, cannot 
but be evident, when we consider that it 
is intrusted with the administration of 
that sacrament which admits men into a 
covenant, wherein alone are pledged the 
spiritual and eternal blessings of the Mes- 
siah’s mediation; that it is empowered to 
administer that other sacrament, wherein 
Christians receive, in lively commemora- 
tive symbols, the sacred body and blood, 
the reception of which has promise of 
grace and everlasting life; and that in 
the services of the sanctuary, and in im- 
parting, generaily, the instructions, con- 
solations, and means of grace, afforded 
by the Gospel, it is intimately connected 
with the advancement of Christians in hoe 
liness here, and to eternal happiness heres 
after. 

We may, therefore, proceed to consider, 
lastly, how the people ought to esteem the 

riests in their office. 

It is hoped, my brethren, that the pre- 
ceding considerations have not been alto- 
gether without effect in exciting proper 
ideas on this subject. The priesthood of 
the Church presents its claims to your 
reverent esteem on the ground of its di- 
vine commission. We ask not that this 
shall be a screen from just reproach and 
ignominy for failure in moral and religi- 
ous duty. But we do ask that it may se- 
cure respect for our office, due regard for 
the several parts of our holy function, li- 
beral construction of our views and mo- 
tives, and kindness towards our unavoid- 
able failings and imperfections. 

We ask that the people of our charge, 
in their several domestick, social, and ci- 
vil relations, and with a conscientious re- 
gard to the preservation of ecclesiastical 
order, strengthen our hands in the efforts 
we make to promote the interests of the 
religion and Church of him under whose 
banners we are enlisted. 

We ask full credit, where unfaithfulness 
does not manifestly appear, for conscien- 
tiousness in doing our duty to the best of 
our judgment and ability. 
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Obviously connected with proper esteem 
for the priesthood, on the part of the peo- 
ple, is their favourably answering the claim 
which the ministerial office possesses from 
its very nature, and by direct scripture 
authority, to the liberal maintenance which 
will enable those who hold it to devote 
their attention to that one thing, unem- 
barrassed, as far as the circumstances of 
their people will admit, by the strongly 
counteracting influence of temporal cares 
and anxieties. 

God grant that this humble effort to 
et ferth the relative duties of priests and 
people, may be an incitement to diligent 
prayer for his grace, without which all 
human resolutions and endeavours are no- 
thing, that they may be faithfully dis- 
charged. Especially let our prayers to 
this effect be raised in behalf of the reve- 
rend person* now seeking admittance in- 
to the sacerdotal order, that God may “so 
replenish him with the truth of” his “ doc- 
trine, and adorn him with innocency of 
life, that he may faithfully serve in this 
office, to the glory of” God’s “ name, and 
the edification of” his “ Church.” 

But suffer me to remind you, my reve- 
rend brother, that these prayers will be 
in behalf of a moral and responsible agent, 
and that, therefore, according to the wise 
order of divine Providence, a favourable 
answer, in the bestowing of sufficient 
grace for such success in your ministry, 
will depend much upon yourself. It is, 
indeed, a most encouraging reflection that 
your term of service in the lower grade of 
the ministry has created such a confidence 
in your faithfulness and ability, as gives 
us good hope of the fruits yet to be ex- 
pected from your labours. It is never, 
hewever, amiss to stir up each other to 
love and to good works. And if personal 
considerations can ever edd force to the 
tiigh and holy motives of religious duty, 
they surely do, when I address the com- 
panion and familiar friend of the largest 

ortion of my life. But if this adds to the 
joy with which [ anticipate your promo- 
tion to that higher ministerial grade, your 
fitness for which has been evinced by fide- 
lity in the lower, it also increases the af- 
fectionate solicitude and anxiety which 
the occasion cannot but inspire. Let me, 
then, exhort you to have always in remem- 
brance the vast extent of obligation im- 
posed by the vows which you are now to 
make to God and to his Church. We 
have taken a rapid view of the dignity, 
sanctity, and usefulness, of the office to 
which you seek admittance, of the duties 
which devolve upon it, and of the esteem 

in which those who fill it should be held 
by the people. We should never forget 
that the discharge of their duty in this 
respect, depends much upon ourselves. 





* The Rev. Cornelius R. Duffie, 
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We must deserve the proper estimation 
in which we would that our office be 
held. 

In order to this, however, it is not ne- 
cessary to have recourse to efforts merely 
to please, or to fail in the discharge of 
what we honestly think our duty, from a 
desire not to give offence. An ambassa- 
dour of Heaven stands on too high ground 
to stoop to the calculations of selfish po- 
licy and expediency, by which men of the 
world seck for smiles and applause. To 
deserve approbation and good will, by a 
life conformed to the holy precepts of the 
Gospel, by honest, zealous, and prudent 
discharge of duty, by kindness, benevo- 
lence, and courtesy, and especially by 
making it manifest that the spiritual and 
eternal welfare of his fellow-men is his 
object, is the farthest to which a minister 
of Christ can safely go in a care for his ree 
putation. He will be rewarded by the ap- 
probation of those whose good opinion is 
most worth enjoying, and especially by the 
approbation of his God. 

In this way, my reverend brother, we 
hope that you will approve yourself a 
faithful steward of the high and holy mys- 
teries now to be committed to your trust. 
Wherever you may be appointed to serve, 
our blessings and prayers will go with 
you. The religion of the Redeemer—the 
integrity of its doctrines, and the sanctity 
of its precepts; the Church of the Re- 
deemer—its advancement, order, unity, 
and purity; the welfare of immortal 
souls; and the glory of God; are to be 
committed to your care. Stir up the gift 
of grace vouchsafed to all who seek and 
depend upon it; and in its strength go 
on. 

The particular field of labour to which, 
in the course of Providence, you have 
been called, is peculiarly interesting. 
Having been the instrument of raising, 
in this extensive metropolis, a new and 
respectable parish, it will devolve upon 
you to give to it that character, and to 
rear it in those principles, which will 
make it, indeed, an acquisition to the 
Church, characterized by sound evange- 


lical principles and piety, and by devo- - 


tion to the good old ways of primitive 
ecclesiastical order. To this end, may 
you have the direction and blessing of Al- 
mighty God! And may vou have that 
greatest of all pastoral comforts and en- 
couragements, a faithful and affectionate 
flock, following gladly your guidance in 
the ways of pleasantness and the paths of 
peace, and strengthening your hands by 
sincere devotion to the high interests of 
religion and the Church! Great, then, will 
be the joy of our beloved diocesan, on his 
return to his anxious diocese, to welcome 
this addition to the Churches under his 
care; and great, too, we doubt not, will 
be the satisfaction of his venerable bro- 
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ther in the episcopacy,* now kindly re- 
presenting him, that he has been the agent 
of the great Head of the Church, in con- 
ferring upon you those powers which will 
enable you to extend to your interesting 
charge the full pastoral care. In extending 
that care, be true to your sacred obliga- 
tions. May you see the work of the Lord 
prosper in your hands! May your parish 
be blest in your ministrations! May the 
holy and beautiful house} which they are 
rearing for the Lord, be carried, by his 
blessing, to its completion! May you be 
long spared to minister therein to his 
glory, and the edification of his people; 
and when you and your flock will have 
fulfilled, in its sacred services, your ap- 
pointed time, may you be taken, through 
the merits of him who loved the Church, 
and gave himself for it, to participation 
in its triumphant glory in heaven! 


—_ 





For the Christian Journal. 


Remarks on “ Episcopacy, a Cause of 
the Revolution.” 


Tue first of the following articles 
was republished from a late work, en- 
titled, “ Annals of the American: Re- 
volution,” in the Connecticut Courier 
of the 12th of January last. The an- 
swer appeared on the 9th of February 
in the same paper, and as the ** Annals” 
will probably be read by many persons 
who will never see the Courier, it is 
proper that the public should be fur- 
nished with an answer. 

The writer of this communication 
has not yet had an opportunity of ex- 
amining the * Annal: ’ referred to; he 
therefore cannot state whether the au- 
thor has made any explanatory remarks 
in introducing this remarkable letter to 
his readers :—whether such remarks 
are made or not, it certainly is an evi- 
dence of great want of judgment, (to 
say nothing worse,) to insert in a work 
which professes to be a correct history 
of the American revolution, statements 
which are false in fact, but which will 
go down to posterity with the sanction 





* The Right Rev. Bishop Croes, of New- 
Jersey ; for the many favours kindly extended 
by whom to this diocese, in the absence of its 
bishop, the authour is confident that he speaks 
the sense of the diocese at large, when he says 
that the most grateful recollection is, and ever 
will be, entertained. 

¢ St. Thomas’ Church, the corner stone of 
which was laid in July last; and which pro- 
mises to be one of tle finest specimens of Go- 
thie urchitecture in the United States. 
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of great names, and will have a ten- 
dency to bring odium on a highly re- 
spectable portion of the Christian com- 
munity, because maintained by a per- 
son who once held the first office in the 
government of the United States. 

To those who have not been accus- 
tomed to examine into the seeret springs 
by which the human mind, in its differ- 
ent evolutions and revolutions, is affect- 
ed, it may appear somewhat surprising, 
that the same man who, in 1815, could 
use the language contained in the fol- 
lowing letter, should, thirty years be- 
fore, have exerted himself to introduce 
into America that form of government 
from which such dreadful consequences 
had been anticipated, and should have 
been complimented by the bishop of 
Pennsylvania, because, “ in every in- 
stance in which his personal attentions 
could be either of use, or an evidence 
of his respect and kindness, he conti- 
nued to manifest his concern for the in- 
terests of a Church, of which he was 
nota member.” (See Bishop White’s 
Memoirs, pp. 9, 15, 20.) The readers 
of the Christian Journal will be much 
gratified, it is believed, with the accom- 
panying reply, from the pen of a cler- 
gyman, who happily has ample means 
of rebutting the assertions of his oppo- 
nent, and whose exertions in the cause 
of the Church have not, heretofore, 
been unsuccessful. 


PRO ECCLESIA. 


Quincy, December 2, 1815. 
Rev. Dr. Mons, 

If I ever comply with your request, I 
must make haste and employ the few in- 
tervals of light which my eyes afford me. 

Where is the man to be found at this 
day, when we see Methodistical bishops, 
bishops of the Church of England, and 
bishops, archbishops, and Jesuits of the 
Church of Rome, with indifference, who 
will believe that the apprehension of Epis- 
copacy contributed 50 years ago, as much 
as any other cause, to arouse the attention, 
not only of the inquiring mind, but of the 
common people, and urge them to close 
thinking on the constitutional authority of 
parliament over the colonies ? This never- 
theless was a fact, as certain as any in the 
history of North America. 

The objection was not merely to the of- 
fice of a bishop, though even that was 
dreaded, as the authority of parliament, 
on which it must be founded. The reason- 
ing was this :—The archbishops and -bi- 
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shops in England can neither locate and 
limit dioceses in America, nor ordain bi- 
shops in any part of the dominions of 
Great Britain, out of the realm, by any 
law of the kingdom, or of any of the colo- 
nies, nor by any canon law acknowledged 
by either. The king cannot grant his congé 
delire to any people out of his realm. There 
is no power, or pretended power, less than 
parliament, that can create bishops in Ame- 
rica. But if parliament can erect dioceses 
and appoint bishops, they may introduce 
the whole hierarchy, establish tithes, for- 
bid marriages and funerals, establish reli- 
gion, forbid dissenters, make schism he- 
resy, impose penalties extending to life 
and limb, as well as iberty and property. 

Here, Sir, opens an extensive field of in- 
vestigation, even fora young historian, who 
might be disposed to undertake so labori- 
ous an enterprise. The opinions, the prin- 
ciples, the spirit, the temper, the views, 
designs, intrigues, and arbitrary exertions 
of power, displayed by the Church of Eng- 
land at that time towards the dissenters, as 
they were contemptuously cailed, though, 
to speak correctly, the Churchmen were 
the real dissenters, ought to be stated at 
full length. The truth is, that the Congre- 
gationalists, the Presbyterians, the Ana- 
baptists, the Methodists, or even the Qua- 
kers or Moravians, were each of them as 
numerous as the Churchmen; several of 
them immensely more numerous, and all 
of them together, more than fifteen to one. 

In Virginia the Church of England was 
established by law, in exclusion and with- 
out toleration of any other denomination. 
The British statute, called The Act of 
Uniformity, was acknowledged as law, 
and carried into execution by the magis- 
trates. It is worthy of inquiry, whether 
the same law was not in force in Mary- 
land, the Carolinas, and Georgia. In Penn- 
sylvania, the Quakers, the Presbyterians, 
the German Lutherans and Calvinists, the 
Anabaptists, the Methodists, the Dunkers, 
the Menonists and Roman Catholics, were 
so numerous, and the Church of England 
so few, that the latter found it difficult to 
support their cause; and the ridiculous 
incurvations and tergiversations of the 
Proteus Dr. Smith, and that other weaker 
Proteus, Du Shee, and the bigotry of 
Coombs, showed their awkward struggles 
to preserve their cause from contempt. 
Dr. White, now bishop, then young, be- 
haved with uniform candour, moderation, 
and decorum. 

In New-York, the Church of England 
displayed its essential character and into- 
Jerance. The royal governors, counsellors, 
judges, &c. had such overbearing influ. 
ence, that they dared to grant large tracts 
of fertile lands to the Churches of Eng- 
land, and laid the foundation of the ample 
riches they still hold; while no other de- 
nomination could obtain any. Even Dr. 
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Rogers’ congregation, of New-York, nu- 
merous and respectable as it was, could 
never obtain a legal title to a spot to bury 
their dead. The writings of Livingston 
and Smith furnish evidence enough of the 
spirit of those times. Great exertions were 
made in New-York to propagate Anglican 
Episcopacy in Connecticut; and the fa- 
mous Dr. Cutler, and the more famous Dn 
Johuson, and his stil more celebrated 
son, were employed with success in that 
service. With such success, indeed, that 
an English church and an Episcopal minis 
ster soon appeared in ali the towns from 
New-Haven to New-York. 

The efiorts in New-lHampshire and 
Rhode-Island, though they ought to be 
recorded, I pass over them, and hasten to 
Massachusetts ; and here 1 want to write 
a volume. Here the clergy, and principal 
gentlemen among the laity, were high 
Churchmen indeed. Passive obedience 
and non-resistance, in the most unquali- 
fied and unlimited sense, were their avowed 
principles in government; and the power 
of the Church to decree rites and cere- 
monies, and the authority of the Church 
in controversies of faith, were explicitly 
avowed. I know not where to begin, nor 
when to end. The anecdotes which I could 
relate, as an eye and an ear witness, would 
be innumerable. This north precinct of 
the large and ancient town of Braintree, 
now called Quincy, in which I was born 
and bred, and in which my father, grand- 
father, great-grandfather, and great-great- 
grandfather, lived, died, and lie buried, 
was a very focus of Episcopal bigotry, 
intrigue, intolerance, and persecution. 
could introduce here a dramatis persone 
of names, wiich I will not now commit 
to paper, and entertain you with plots and 
intrigues, which would compose a comedy, 
equal to any of Moliere or Shakespeare, if 
corruption, prostitution, and dupery can 
compose a comedy. Waving this for the 
present, we will proceed to Cambridge. 
Several branches of our Braintree family 
of Vassals had removed and planted them- 
selves in the very front of the university, 
and they must have an Episcopal church. 
Our Braintree family of Apthorps instante 
ly turned their attention to that seat of the 
muses and dissenters. Mr. East Apthorp, 
hot from Oxford, and still more warmed 
by holy orders from Episcopal hands, re- 
turned to his native country; and soon 
after arose a splendid edifice, as it was 
then thought, which every body immedi- 
ately concluded was intended for an Epis- 
copal palace, and in time for a Lambeth. 
All sensible men knew that this system 
could not be effected but by act of parlia- 
ment, and if parliament could dé this, 
they could do all things; and what secy- 
rity could Americans have for life, liberty, 
property, or religion ? 

The Society for Propagasing the Gospel 
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had long perverted their resources from 
the original design, to the support of 
Church of England ministers. Upon the 
death of Dr. Miller of Braintree, a satiri- 
cal irony appeared in a newspaper, the 
point of which turned upon this abuse of 
the society’s resources. This jew d'esprit 
soon produced an explosion. Mr. Apthorp 
came out with an eloquent and zealous 
pamphlet. Dr. Mayhew appeared with his 
comparison between the charter and con- 
duct of the socicty, showing their non- 
conformity with each other. The contro- 
versy soon interested «ll men, spread 
through America and in Furope, brought 
forward the aged Dr. Johnson, and at last 
the archbishop of Canterbury. All deno- 
minations in America became interested 
in it, and began to think of the secret la- 
tent principle upon which all encroach- 
ments upon us must be founded ; the power 
of parliament over the colonies was dis- 
cussed every where, tili it was discovered 
that it had none at all: a conclusion still 
more forcibly impressed upon the people 
by the Canada bill, by which the Roman 
Catholic religion and Popish bishops were 
established in that province, by authority 
of a British parliament. The people said, 
if parliament can do this in Canada, they 
can do the same in all the other colonies; 
and they began to see, and freely to say, 
that parliament had no authority over 
them in any case whatsoever. 

JOHN ADAMS. 


For the Connecticut Courier. 


Mr. Epiror, 


In your paper of the 12th instant there 
is a letter from Jolin Adams, late presi- 
dent of the United States, to the Rev. Dr. 
Morse, in which the author undertakes to 
show, in his usual strong, querulous, and 
egotistical manner, that the apprehension 
ot Episcopacy fifty years ago, contributed 
as much as any other cause, “to a right 
understanding of the authority of puarlia- 
ment in the colonies.” Upon some of the 
singular, and, till now, unheard-of asser- 
tions of this letter, I wish to trouble you 
with a few remarks, not intending to pur- 
sue the subject any further. 

It has been a characteristic of this cele- 
brated man, that of late years he has sought 
to have his arrogant and unsupported as- 
sertions pass current against the general 
voice ot history, and the general belief and 
declarations of those who took part with 
him in the events of the early days of our 
nation. His assertion to Mr. Niles of Bal- 
1imore, that he “ considered the true his- 
tory of the revolution to be entirely lost, 
except in a few pages of Dr.Witherspoon’s 
works,” is sufficient to explain and sup- 
port this opinion.* 


bail 





* See Niles’ Register for 1817. 


Another characteristic of his appears in 
his inability, at any time, to speak well of 
those wao, in any prominent circumstan- 
ces, have the misfortune to differ from 
him. Those who remember him asa poli- 
tical man, will need no proof of this; and 
those who wish evidence of it in religious 
matters, are referred to a letter of his, 
published a year or two since, in the Uni- 
tarian Miscellany at Baitimore, in which 
he manifests a childish irritation towards 
those who cannot believe that Unitarian- 
ism either is, or is to be, the universal 
religion; and further, I refer them to the 
letter which is the occasion of these re- 
marks. , 

In the third paragraph of this letter he 
gives his correspondent a singular speci- 
men of his powers for inferring. “ If par- 
liament,” he says, “can erect dioceses and. 
appoint bishops,” (i.e. if they can author- 
ize a bishop to exercise ecclesiastical ju- 
risdiction in a given district,) * they max 
introduce the whole hierarchy, establish 
tithes, forbid marriages and funerals, es- 
tablish religion, forbid dissenters, make 
schism heresy, impose penalties extending 
to life and limb, as weil as liberty and pro- 
perty :” now why did he not add, that they 
might not stop even here, but might also 
erect the inquisition in the colonies, or at 
least gratify the faithful with an occa- 
sional auto da fe. So much prejudice has 
been excited upon this subject, that I may 
not perhaps be credited, when I assert 
that the parliament never did establish 
tithes, even in England, in any other sense 
than mvking recoverable by law, what had 
been conveyed, by charter from the king, 
long before the existence of a parliament, 
and when, according to the best authori- 
ties upon English law, he “had all the 
lands of England in demesne.” In this fa- 
voured country, before and since the re- 
volution, have we not seen, in some in- 
stances, marriages restricted to magis- 
trates, in others, to the clergy, qualified 
in this or that manner? Have we not seen 
religion established in effect, and even in 
law, as perfectly as, at the same period, it 
was in England? And that, not in Virgi- 
nia and other southern states only, but in 
Connecticut and in Massachusetts? Dis- 
senters forbid in the same degree, and. 
schism made heresy to the same extent? 
What folly is shown, then, in such idle 
allegations and inferences! And yet Mr. 
Adams, setting all these apprehensions to 
the score of Episcopacy only, suggests this 
as a field for our historians! Does he think 
that we are now too happy as an united 
people—that we have buried too soon our 
religious animosities—that he would have 
them blown again into a flame? Mr. But- 
ler, the author of a History of the United 
States, is of a disposition, as that work 
evinces, to enter this “ field of investiga- 
tion,” if Mr. Adams will but teach him 
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grammar, and show him the difference be- 
tween good and bad English. 

_In “opinions, principles, tempers, de- 
signs, intrigues, and arbitrary exertions of 
power,” I am of opinion, Mr. Adams to the 
contrary notwithstanding, that the mem- 
bers of the Church of England, particu- 
larly in the northern colonies, were far too 
Weak, too much scattered, and in general 
too powerless, to make any injurious dis- 
play. In these respects they were more 
sinned against than sinning. Mr. Adams’s 
Own statements in a measure prove this; 
for what could they do in these points, 
who, in proportion to the rest of the com- 
munity, were only as one to fifteen? All 
the other denominations had separated, at 
different periods, from the Church of Eng- 
land. Did they leave her in love? Did 
they cover her defects with the mantle of 
charity? Did they extend the hand of 
Christian fellowship to ber children, and 
allow them to dwell by them in confiding 
peace? Let the answer be sought, not 
from Mr. Adams, but from Trumbull and 
Belknap, from Hutchinson and Minot. 

. Mr. Adams says, “‘ the Churchmen were 
the real dissenters.’ What made them 
such? They were one among many deno- 
minations, entitled to equal respect, upon 
the principles which he lays down, and 
which rather belong to the present time, 
than to the time to which he refers. On 
the other hand, the Church of England in 
its ecclesiastical constitution was by far 
“the most ancient, and the others were in 
principle, and in fact, separatists and dis- 
senters from it. No contempt could be 
intended by Churchmen in the use of this 
term, for it was prevalent as a suitable 
general appellation throughout the British 
dominions, and was the distinction made 
in the laws, not only of England, but of 
several of the colonies. 

Mr. Adams thinks it worthy of inquiry 
whether the Act of Uniformity was not in 
force in the southern states, as, he says, 
(though, as I think, incorrectly,) it was in 
Virginia. I do not know that any benefi- 
cial object could be answered by the in- 
quiry, unless it be to show his conjectures 
to be incorrect. Bishop White, who has 
preserved to an age nearly equal to that of 
Mr. Adams, the character which he gives 
of his youth, “of behaving with uniform 
candour, moderation, and decorum,” says, 
in his Memoirs of the Episcopal Church, 
page 4, “In Maryland and Virginia the 
Episcopal Church was much more numer- 
ous, and had legal establishments for its 
support. It was especially numerous in 
those parts of the said provinces which 
were settled when the establishments took 
place ; for in the more recently settled coun- 
ties, the mass of the people were of other 
communions, scarcely known among them 
in the early period of their histories.’ In 
Maryland there were churches for Roman 
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Catholics, Presbyterians, and Lutherans, 
long before the revolution; in the states 
south of Virginia, the Episcopal Church 
was not established by law. 

Mr. Adams says, that “ in New-York 
the Church of England displayed its es- 
sential character and intolerance.” “ The 
royal governors had such overbearing in- 
fluence, that they dared to grant large 
tracts of fertile lands to the Church of 
England, and laid the foundation for the 
ample riches they still hold; while no 
otber denomination could obtain any.” 
Can Mr. Adams or his correspondent in- 
form us of the particular instances, and 
what has become of these large tracts and 
ample riches? In the city of New-York, 
indeed, when but a small and insignificant 
town, a few acres were given as a glebe to 
Trinity Church, at that time the only Eng- 
lish Church of any denomination : this has 
become of great value, in consequence of 
its being now in the heart of the city, 
though not within its limits when given 
to the Church, This property has been 
liberally used in the support of mission- 
aries, and endowment of churches in va- 
rious parts of the state. The ground on 
which Columbia College stands was a part 
of that glebe, given for that purpose by 
the vestry.” Is there another instance up- 
on record, of any land given by the civil 
authority of that state to the Church of 
England ? 

Mr. Adams tells his correspondent that 
“ ereat exertions were made in New-York 
to propagate Anglican Episcopacy in Con- 
necticut, and that the famous Dr. Cutler, 
and the more famous Dr. Johnson, and his 
still more celebrated son, were employed 
with success in that service.” Is this his- 
tory, or is it romance? Dr. Cutler was 
born at Charlestown, graduated at Har- 
vard College, was ordained as a Congre- 
gational minister at Stratford, Connecti- 
cut, in 1710; was elected rector or presi- 
dent of Yale College in 1720; renounced 
his rectorship and ministry, and went to 
England for Episcopal ordinatiofi in 1722; 
on his return, became minister of Christ’s 
Church, Boston, and there continued 42 
years, till his death in 1765. During his 


residence in this state he was a Congre- | 


gationalist, and left it on becoming an 
Episcopalian. In what way can Mr. Adams 
show that he was employed in the man- 
ner he asserts, while resident at Boston? 
Dr. Elliot, whose opportunities for infor- 
mation were fully equal to his, says, in 





~~ 


* [Trinity Church also largely endowed a 
charity school, and an institution for the “ pro- 
motion of religion and learning :” it was liberal 
to a degree that threatened serious injury to 
itself—The Dutch Presbyterian Church, in 
various parts of this state, was liberally en- 
dowed by the Dutch government whea ia 
power —Ed. C. J.3 
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had long perverted their resources from 
the original design, to the support of 
Church of England ministers. Upon the 
death of Dr. Miller of Braintree, a satiri- 
cal irony appeared in a newspaper, the 
point of which turned upon this abuse of 
the society’s resources. This jew d'esprit 
soon produced an explosion. Mr. Apthorp 
came out with an eloguent and zealous 
pamphlet. Dr. Mayhew appeared with his 
comparison between the charter and con- 
duct of the society, showing their non- 
conformity with each other. The contro- 
versy soon interested all men, spread 
through America and in Furope, brought 
forward the aged Dr. Johnson, and at last 
the archbishop of Canterbury. All deno- 
minations in America became interested 
in it, and began to think of the secret la- 
tent principle upon which all encroach- 
ments upon us must be founded ; the power 
of parliament over the colonies was dis- 
cussed every where, tili it was discovered 
that it had none at all: a conclusion still 
more forcibly impressed upon the people 
by the Canada bill, by which the Roman 
Catholic religion and Popish bishops were 
established in that province, by authority 
of a British parliament. The people said, 
if parliament can do this in Canada, they 
can do the same in all the other colonies; 
and they began to see, and freely to say, 
that parliament had no authority over 
them in any case whatsoever. 

JOHN ADAMS. 


For the Connecticut Courier. 


Mr. Eprror, 


In your paper of the 12th instant there 
is a letter from Jolin Adams, late presi- 
dent of the United States, to the Rev. Dr. 
Morse, in which the author undertakes to 
show, in his usual strong, querulous, and 
egotistical manner, that the apprehension 
ot Episcopacy fifty years ago, contributed 
as much as any other cause, “to a right 
understanding of the authority of parlia- 
ment in the colonies.’ Upon some of the 
singular, and, till now, unheard-of asser- 
tions of this letter, I wish to trouble you 
with a few remarks, not intending to pur- 
sue the subject any further. 

It has been a characteristic of this cele- 
brated man, that of late years he has sought 
to have his arrogant and unsupported as- 
sertions pass current against the general 
voice of history, and the general belief and 
declarations of those who took part with 
him in the events of the early days of our 
nation. His assertion to Mr. Niles of Bal- 
timore, that he “ considered the true his- 
tory of the revolution to be entirely lost, 
except in a few pages of Dr.Witherspoon’s 
works,” is sufficient to explain and sup- 
port this opinion.* 
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* See Niles’ Register for 1817. 


Another characteristic of his appears in 
his inability, at any time, to speak well of 
those wao, in any prominent circumstan- 
ces, have the misfortune to differ from 
him. Those who remember him asa poli- 
tical man, will need no proof of this; and 
those who wish evidence of it in religious 
matters, are referred to a letter of his, 
published a year or two since, in the Uni- 
tarian Miscellany at Baitimore, in which 
he manifests a childish irritation towards 
those who cannot believe that Unitarian- 
ism either is, or is to be, the universal 
religion; and further, I refer them to the 
letter which is the occasion of these re- 
marks. , 

In the third paragraph of this letter ha 
gives his correspondent a singular speci- 
men of his powers for inferring. “ If par- 
liament,” he savs, ‘ can erect dioceses and, 
appoint bishops,” (i.e. if they can author- 
ize a bishop to exercise ecclesiastical ju- 
risdiction in a given district,) “ they may 
introduce the whole hierarchy, establish 
tithes, forbid marriages and funerals, es- 
tablish religion, forbid dissenters, make 
schism heresy, impose penalties extending 
to life and limb, as weil as liberty and pro- 
perty :” now why did he not add, that they 
might not stop even here, but might also 
erect the inquisition in the colonies, or at 
least gratify the faithful with an occa- 
sional auto da fe. So much prejudice has 
been excited upon this subject, that I may 
not perhaps be credited, when I assert 
that the parliament never did establish 
tithes, even in England, in any other sense 
than meking recoverable by law, what had 
been conveyed, by charter from the king, 
long before the existence of a parliament, 
and when, according to the best authori- 
ties upon English law, he “had all the 
lands of England in demesne.” In this fa- 
voured country, before and since the re- 
volution, have we not seen, in some in- 
stances, marriages restricted to magis- 
trates, in others, to the clergy, qualified 
in this or that manner? Have we not seen 
religion established in effect, and even in 
law, as perfectly as, at the same period, it 
was in England? And that, not in Virgi- 
nia and other southern states only, but in 
Connecticut and in Massachusetts?’ Dis- 
senters forbid in the same degree, and 
schism made heresy to the same extent? 
What foily is shown, then, in such idle 
allegations and inferences! And yet Mr. 
Adams, setting all these apprehensions to 
the score of Episcopacy only, suggests this 
as a field for our historians! Does he think 
that we are now too happy as an united 
people—that we have buried too soon our 
religious animosities—that he would have 
them blown again into a flame? Mr. But- 
ler, the author of a History of the United 
States, is of a disposition, as that work 
evinces, to enter this “ field of investiga- 
tion,” if Mr. Adams will but teach him 
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grammar, and show him the difference be- 
tween good and bad English. 

_In “opinions, principles, tempers, de- 
signs, intrigues, and arbitrary exertions of 
power,” Iam of opinion, Mr. Adams to the 
contrary notwithstanding, that the mem- 
bers of the Church of England, particu- 
larly in the northern colonies, were far too 
Weak, too much scattered, and in general 
too powerless, to make any injurious dis- 
play. In these respects they were more 
sinned against than sinning. Mr. Adams’s 
own statements in a measure prove this; 
for what could they do in these points, 
who, in proportion to the rest of the com- 
munity, were only as one to fifteen? All 
the other denominations had separated, at 
different periods, from the Church of Eng- 
land. Did they leave her in love? Did 
they cover her defects with the mantle of 
charity? Did they extend the hand of 
Christian fellowship to ber children, and 
allow them to dwell by them in confiding 
peace? Let the answer be sought, not 
from Mr. Adams, but from Trumbull and 
Belknap, from Hutchinson and Minot. 

_ Mr. Adams says, “ the Churchmen were 
the real dissenters.’ What made them 
such? They were one among many deno- 
minations, entitled to equal respect, upon 
the principles which he lays down, and 
which rather belong to the present time, 
than to the time to which he refers. On 
the other hand, the Church of England in 
its ecclesiastical constitution was by far 


“the most ancient, and the others were in 


principle, and in fact, separatists and dis- 
senters from it. No contempt could be 
intended by Churchmen in the use of this 
term, for it was prevalent as a suitable 
general appellation throughout the British 
dominions, and was the distinction made 
in the laws, not only of England, but of 
several of the colonies. 

Mr. Adams thinks it worthy of inquiry 
whether the Act of Uniformity was not in 
force in the southern states, as, he says, 
(though, as I think, incorrectly,) it was in 
Virginia. Ido not know that any benefi- 
cial object could be answered by the in- 
quiry, unless it be to show his conjectures 
to be incorrect. Bishop White, who has 
preserved to an age nearly equal to that of 
Mr. Adams, the character which he gives 
of his youth, “of behaving with uniform 
candour, moderation, and decorum,” says, 
in his Memoirs of the Episcopal Church, 
page 4, “* In Maryland and Virginia the 
Episcopal Church was much more numer- 
ous, and had legal establishments for its 


‘support. It was especially numerous in 


those parts of the said provinces which 
were settled when the establishments took 
place ; for in the more recently settled coun- 
ties, the mass of the people were of other 
communions, scarcely known among them 
in the early period of their histories.’ In 
Maryland there were churches for Roman 
Vou. IX. 


Catholics, Presbyterians, and Lutherans, 
long before the revolution; in the states 
south of Virginia, the Episcopal Church 
was not established by law. 

Mr. Adams says, that “ in New-York 
the Church of England displayed its es- 
sential character and intolerance.” ‘“ The 
royal governors had such overbearing in- 
fluence, that they dared to grant large 
tracts of fertile lads to the Church of 
England, and laid the foundation for the 
ample riches they still hold; while no 
other denomination could obtain any.” 
Can Mr. Adams or his correspondent in- 
form us of the particular instances, and 
what has become of these large tracts and 
ample riches? In the city of New-York, 
indeed, when but a small and insignificant 
town, a few acres were given as a glebe to 
Trinity Church, at that time the only Eng- 
lish Church of any denomination : this has 
become of great value, in consequence of 
its being now in the heart of the city, 
though not within its limits when given 
to the Church. This property has been 
liberally used in the support of mission- 
aries, and endowment of churches in va- 
rious parts of the state. The ground on 
which Columbia College stands was a part 
of that glebe, given for that purpose by 
the vestry.* Is there another instance up- 
on record, of any land given by the civil 
authority of that state to the Church of 
England ? 

Mr. Adams tells his correspondent that 
“‘ great exertions were made in New-York 
to propagate Anglican Episcopacy in Con- 
necticut, and that the famous Dr. Cutler, 
and the more famous Dr. Johnson, and his 
still more celebrated son, were employed 
with success in that service.” Is this his- 
tory, or is it romance? Dr. Cutler was 
born at Charlestown, graduated at Har- 
vard College, was ordained as a Congre- 
gational minister at Stratford, Connecti- 
cut, in 1710; was elected rector or presi- 
dent of Yale College in 1720; renounced 
his rectcrship and ministry, and went to 
England for Episcopal ordinatiofi in 1722; 
on his return, became minister of Christ’s 
Church, Boston, and there continued 42 
years, till his death in 1765. During his 
residence in this state he was a Congre- 
gationalist, and left it on becoming an 
Episcopalian. In what way can Mr. Adams 
show that he was employed in the man- 
ner he asserts, while resident at Boston? 
Dr. Elliot, whose opportunities for infor- 
mation were fully equal to his, says, in 
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* [Trinity Church also largely endowed a 
charity school, and an institution for the “ pro- 
motion of religion and learning :” it was liberal 
to a degree that threatened serious injury to 
itself—The Dutch Presbyterian Church, in 
various parts of this state, was liberally en- 
dowed by the Dutch government whea ia 
power—Eil. C. J.3 
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his Biographical Dictionary, that “ people 
of every denomination looked upon Dr. 
Cutler with a sort of veneration.” This 
however could not be the case if Mr. 
Adams’s assertion be true. Dr. Johnson 
also renounced his Congregational minis- 
try, accompanied Dr. Cutler to England, 
and on his return took the charge of an 
Episcopal congregation of about 30 fami- 
lies at Stratford, which had been previ- 
ously gathered. He officiated in that pa- 
rish, and when desired, in the neighbour- 
ing towns, for many years. Doubtless, the 
Church of England was increased by his 
exertions and ministrations: but who can 
cast deserved reproach upon him, or up- 
on his highminded and talented son? Not 
Mr. Adams surely ! 

But for the purpose of making the Epis- 
copalians of Massachusetts appear to be 
the most intolerant and arbitrary men of 
the time, he wants to write a volume, he 
Rnows not where to begin, nor where to end; 
he could tell innumerable anecdotes. He 
does begin, however, with the “ north 
precinct of Braintree, now Quincy,” where, 
he says, his “father, grandfather, great- 
grandfather, and great-great-grandfather, 
lived, died, and lie buried,” and which, 
he adds, “ was a very focus of Episcopal 
bigotry, intrigue, intoleranee, and perse- 
cution.” Well, Sir, many of my ancestors, 
to generations as remote as his, “lived, 
died, and lie buried,” in the same “‘ large 
and ancient town of Braintree ;” some of 
them were the parishioners of his ances- 
tors, and now sleep by their side. None 
of them were Churchmen: and I may as- 
gert that the alleged “‘ bigotry, intrigue, 
intolerance, and persecution,” could, with 
a much greater show of justice, be charged 
against the father of Mr. Adams and some 
of his parishioners. If this point were 
really of any importance in the history of 
our country, I would ask that the circum- 
stances might be fully investigated. Will 
even Mr. Adams deny, that, not only at 
Braintree, but elsewhere in Massachu- 
setts, and for a long time antecedent to 
the revolution, Episcopalians were consi- 
dered as intruders? That social, and even 
civil rights were, in a considerable de- 
gree, withheld from them? Has he never 
heard, that they were not permitted, in 
the first instance, to build a church in 
Boston, till they had applied to the king 
for his interference? And are efforts to 
shake off such oppression, and to with- 
stand the yoke, to be stigmatized by a 
modern American with such names as 
“corruption, and prostitution, and dupery ?” 
And does such a charge as this against 
those of Braintree come with a good grace 
from the son of the Congregational mini- 
ster of that place, who, being affected in 
his income by every secession from his 
own congregation, could not be expected 
ty Inok with a very favorable eye upon 
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the new and increasing Episcopal Church, 
planted in his parish almost in defiance of 
authority; or at the progress of opinions 
and practices, which, should they become, 
as it was feared, generally prevalent, boded 
ruin to his own Church? The Vassals, 
Apthorps, and Millers were highly re- 
spectable families, and among the most 
prominent of that day: they were Episco- 
palians, and can it be wonderful that they 
should use their influence in favour of 
their own Church, especially at a time 
and place where, as is notorious, it was 
persecuted and oppressed? To assert this, 
would be to allege that men are not usu- 
ally actuated by the motives which are 
most probable, because most natural to 
their condition. Some of the family of 
Vassals removed toCambridge, Mr. Adams 
does not tell us why, but he says that there 
** they must have an Episcopal Church.” 
Was this an extraordinary desire? In 
Rome, ot the adage, you must do as 
Romans do: and so, in effect, says Mr. 
Adams. But when they had a church, 
they wanted a minister, and Mr. East Ap- 
thorp, as Mr. Adams says, “hot from Ox- 
ford, and still more warmed by holy or- 
ders from Episcopal hands, settled among 
them.” Somebody built a house, and this 
house made “every body” afraid, if we 
believe Mr. Adams, that it was built for 
an archbishop, or at least for a bishop. 
The jeu d@’esprit which Mr. Adams alludes 
to, was most probably written by himself, 
and was an effusion of the spleen which 
the state of things in Braintree had pro- 
duced, and which, it was supposed, might 
vent itself safely after the death of Dr. 
Miller, the pastor of the Episcopal church 
there. The controversy which ensued had, 
in my opinion, little, if any, concern in 
drawing the thoughts of the American 
people to the nature of the power of par- 
liament. Our historians are correct in as- 
signing the stamp act, which was passed 
while this controversy was pending, as the 
true cause. Mr. East Apthorp afterward 
went to England, where he was highly 
respected, and where he distinguished 
himself by some able theological works. 
It is a fact, Mr. Editor, which may not 
be known to many of your readers, that, 
prior to the revolution, there were very 
few members of the Episcopal Church in 
Massachusetts ; in the whole, not a dozen 
congregations, and three-fourths of these 
very small. Still this small body of peo- 
ple, although respectable in character, 
were regarded with distrust and jealousy, 
and denied the full and free exercise of 
their religion. For want of a bishop, whom, 
even in his humblest and most unpretend- 
ing character, they were prevented from 
having, by the boundless hostility of those 
who were enjoying all the advantages of 
their own ecclesiastical systems, they were 
obliged to send toEngland, in all instances, 
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to obtain clergymen for their churches. 
As early as 1756, seven young men, of re- 
spectable attainments, belonging to the 
northern colonies, who had gone to Eng- 
land for ordination, had perished away 
from their friends before they could re- 
turn. Many other difficulties and sorrows 
grew out of their want of this officer. No 
sooner, however, did they complain of this 
grievance, or ask, even in the most humble 
terms, ‘to be raised to the enjoyment of 
equal privileges with their fellow-men, 
than there were found individuals ready 
to raise a clamour as great as if the whole 
hierarchy of the realm of England, with 
all its appendages and powers, was to have 
been transferred hither for the very pur- 
pose of trampling under foot the rights of 
the people. In the same spirit, Mr. Adams 
appears desirous, after the lapse of half 
a century, when even the Episcopalians 
fave ceased to talk of their wrongs, to 
charge upon the submissive and abused 
Churchmen of that period, the corruption, 
prostitution, and dupery, which he plainly 
asserts was characteristic of those within 
his father’s parish at Braintree. Are his 
animosities indeed so enduring? He is 
now upwards of fourscore years of age, 
and would be better employed in prepar- 
ing for another world, to which he must 
soon pass, than in retailing again, by 
whomsoever tempted, the ebullitions of 
his youthful spleen, or in repeating the 
part he had played when young in the 
quarrels of a country parish. Ww. 
St. Stephen’s, Md. Jan. 21, 1§25. 
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Sermons on the Principal Events and Trutiis 
of Redemption. To which are annexed, 
an Address and Dissertation on the State 
of the Departed, and the Descent into 
Hell. By Joun Hesny Honanr, J. D., 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church in the 
State of New-York, Prefessor of Pastoral 
Theology and Pulpit £Eloquence in the 
General Theolegical Seminary, and Rec- 
tor of T'rinity Church, and St. Paul’s and 
St. John’s Chapele, in the City of New- 
York. 2 vols. 8vo. Rivingtons. 1824. 


Tuese sermons are published under 
circumstances calculated to excite a 
lively interest, and, perhaps, a little 
jealous curiosity. ‘They are the work 
of an American Protestant bishop, of 
a bishop laboriously performing the 
duties of a parish priest, of a professor 
of pastoral theology and pulpit elo- 
quence, of a minister of Christ eminent 
for his active and successful exertions 
in the service of the Church, and lastly, 
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of a stranger, compelled, for the reco- 
very of his health, to leave his own 
shores, and received as a welcome guest 
on ours. | 
Much as we have been indebted, in 
this country, to the bench of bishops, 
from the time of the reformation to the 
present day, for able assistance in va- 
rious branches of theology; yet we have 
not had many prelates, since Taylor 
and Tillotson, who have paid especial 
attention to the oratory of the pulpit; 
and, perhaps, not any who have pur- 
sued it as a distinct object in sacred 
science. When Bishop Hobart, there- 
fore, presents himself to English di- 
vines as the ‘* professor of pulpit elo- 
quence” in the general seminary in 
which the Episcopalian Clergy of 
America are chiefly educated, he must 
be aware that he subjects himself to a 
rigorous scrutiny. The question which 
naturally enough suggests itself.on first 
opening the bishop’s book is this: will 
the decided superiority of these ser- 
mons justify us in regretting that we 
have not, on this side of the Atlantic, 
adopted the measure of our younger 
sister on the other side, and required 
the regular training of a professor of 
pulpit eloquence to qualify cur .candi- 
dates for their admission into holy or- 
ders? And this is.a fair questioa: for 
he who is publicly recognized as a 
teacher in any particular line, may 
justly be expected to give proof of his 
own competency init. And if he be 
found deficient, little benefit can be 
expected from his instructions. till 
we must admit that our amour propre, 
not to say our prejudices and attach- 
ment to old habits, is against our com- 
ing to a decision which must in some 
degree condemn ourselves. We are 
scarcely, it may be said, impartial 
judges in this case; though few among 
us, we think, would be hardy enough 
to deny that there.is room for improve- 
ment in the mode of preaching gene- 
rally deemed sufficient by the English 
clergy; and that considerable benefit 
might accrue both to the ministers and 
to the laity of the established Church, 
if unexceptionable means could be found 
to encourage the cultivation of sacred 
oratory. But on this wide field of spe- 
culation we cannot at present enter: 
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our object is rather to exhibit, in the 
small space at our disposal, as clear a 
View as we can of the spiritual and im- 
pressive manner in which Bishop Ho- 
bart addresses his flock when in the 
exercise of his ministerial functions, 
and to show, by enumerating the sub- 
jects, and sometimes by concentrating 
the substance of his discourses, how 
undeservedly an imputation has been 
cast upon him of neglecting the distin- 
guishing doctrines and most sublime 
topics of Christianity. 

Considering these sermons not as put 
forth ex cathedra, or as finished speci- 
mens of rhetoric, or as a work de rati- 
one concionandi, but simply as a selec- 
tion from a much greater number deli- 
vered toa mixed congregation, we shall 
not go minutely into a consideration of 
their merit or demerit as compositions, 
though the balance would be largely in 
favour of their author. It is but bare 
justice, however, to say, that there is a 
cordiality as well as a freshness and a 
vigour about them, which is singularly 
engaging, and indeed rivets the atten- 
tion of the reader who desires to be im- 
proved. We should be extremely gra- 
tified if Bishop Hobart would give us 
an opportunity of discussing the sub- 
ject of pulpit eloquence more at large, 
and of comparing what he would deli- 
ver as a model for the young divines 
whose style he is to form, with the re- 
ceived canons of the art of rhetoric, 
and with the productions of the most 
eminent preachers in our own and 
other churches. He will feel assured 
that in offering this challenge, as we do 
with the most sincere respect for his 
truly estimable character and well 
earned ecclesiastical rank, we have no 
end in view but one which he has not 
Jess at heart than ourselves, the pro- 
motion of every sort of knowledge 
which may augment the credit and ex- 
tend the usefulness of the clergy, in the 
two closely allied Churches to which 
we severally belong. 

In the velumes of which we are now 
to give some account, the superstruc- 
ture of Christian morals is wisely built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner-stone; and the chief 
truths of Christianity are successively 


Review of Bishop Hobart’s Sermons. 





[No. 6. 


brought under notice and satisfactorily 
discussed in the course of sermons con- 
nected with the several seryices of the 
Church between Advent and Trinity 
Sundays. 

The first volume opens with an Ad- 
vent sermon from the text, “ The day 
is at hand :” the subject is that of our 
Lord’s first and second coming ;—in 
the mode of treating which nothing re- 
markable oecurs to be noted. The style 
of this sermon is somewhat abrupt, and 
not so pleasing on account partly of the 
too frequent repetition of the text, as 
many of the other discourses. It la- 
bours, more evidently, under the dis- 
advantage of having been intended to 
be heard rather than to be read. The 
following quotation will illustrate our 
meaning. Speaking of the second Ad- 
vent of the Son of God, the bishop 
says— 

* Yes—it will be the duy—when the trump 
of the archangel shall pronounce, time shall be 
no longer—when the Son of Man shall descend 
from heaven with the glory of his Father and 
the holy angels; thousand thousands standing 
before him, and ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand ministering unto him—the heavens pass 
away—the elements melt—the earth reels to 
and fro amidst the burning flane—the Son ot 
Man takes the judgment-seat—he opens the 
books—wakes the sleeping nations—summons 
the living world—every heart is laid open— 
every secret thing brought to light—and the 
sentence pronounced—happiness, or woe— 
happiness unspeakable, woe intolerable—hap - 
piness eternal, woe that never ends.” 

In the following discourse the uncer- 
tainty of the time of our Lord’s com- 
ing, regarded as the summons of death 
to each individual, is more particularly 
dwelt upon; and thence is urged the 
folly of being occupied solely with the 
pursuits of this transitory life, as well 
as the necessity of immediate attention 
to the concerns of eternity, and the im- 
portance of diligence, zeal, and fidelity, 
in the service of Christianity whilst we 
have the light, lest darkness come upon 
us wherein no man can work. 

As a beautiful specimen of a very 
different style from that of the last ex- 
tract, we cannot help transcribing this 
one passage :— 

“It is this uncertainty, my brethren, of the 
period when death will arrest us, whieb, in the 
most forcible manner, admonishes us of the 


folly of a supreme devotion to the things of 
the world. Against his approach we ¢an pre- 


sent no barrier, Riehes cannot purchase, from 
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this inexorable tyrant, a moment’s respite. The 
sceptre that rules the empire of the world can- 
not awe the destroyer of our race. Pleasure 
cannot divert from his purpose the spoiler of 


human jos. Liable every moment to the ar- 
rest of death, no individual can be sure that he 
will not be the next victim. It is, then, the ex- 
treme of folly to devote our affections solely to 
the things of this world, and to negieet pre- 
paring for that eternal state to which, at a pe- 
riod when we think not, death may summon 
us.’ 


The two Sundays immediately pre- 
ceding the festival of the Nativity give 
occasion to consider the circumstances 
of our Saviour’s first advent,—his cha- 
racter and offices,—and the consequen- 
ces of his coming. The work of re- 
demption, its blessings, its author, and 
the sentiments with which the remem- 
brance of it should be cherished, are 
the topics of instruction on the festival 
itself. 

On the next Sunday are considered 
the reasons for the appearance of Christ 
in these latter times, rather than in the 
earlier ages of the world, all resolvable 
into the will and pleasure of Almighty 
God: but, in order to furnish an answer 
to the objections of scepticism, they 
are separately investigated. The prin- 
cipal reasons are stated to be, first, 
That it was the design of the great 
Ruler of the universe to lead men by 
degrees to the full manifestation of his 
glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Se- 
condly, That the inefficiency of -the 
Jewish law and of the light of nature 
alone to reform mankind, had then 
been fully proved. Thirdly, That the 
world was, at the period of Christ’s 
birth, in a state of peace peculiarly cal- 
culated to advance the Gospel, and in 
a state of mental cultivation fitted to 
try the truth of its pretensions. 

The commencement of a new year 
offers an opportunity which the bishop 
does not neglect, of calling the atten- 
tion of his congregation to the duties 
peculiarly appropriate to this season, 
gratitude for past and present bless- 
ings, self-examination, repentance and 
holy resolutions. The frequent mis- 
takes concerning a true estimate of the 
present life, bishop Hobart rectifies, 
granting to our probationary state its 
full measure of innocent, lawful, and 
intended enjoyments, without conceal- 
ing the alloy which in our corrupted 
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world, mingles with its purest pleasures. 
The shortness and uncertainty of life; 
which experience shows to have an in- 
conceivably small effect upon the con- 
duct of the multitude, are considered 
with reference to our pursuits, posses- 
sions, trials, enjoyments, and eternal 
salvation. From the text, “ I am the 
root and offspring of David, the bright 
and morning star,?.are set forth the 
divinity, humanity, and manifestation 
of Christ, as commemorated in the fes- 
tivals of the Nativity, the Circumcision, 
and the Epiphany; to the propriety, 
however, of the emblem, “ the bright 
and morning star,” attention is spe- 
cially directed, and the analogy traced 
in the purity and splendour of him 
who assumed the title; in his disper- 
sion of the clouds of moral darkness ; 
and his introduction of the day of light 
and grace ;—not only the external day 
of truth and salvation, but “ that in- 
ternal day in which he shines into the 
hearts of those who receive him.” After 
considering the character of the Gospel 
dispensation, and its certain extension 
among the Gentiles; the first manifesta- 
tion of our Saviour’s glory, in the mi- 
racle of Cana of Galilee, is brought be- 
fore us, with the several points of in- 
struction to be gathered from it; espe- 
cially with regard to indulgence in 
worldly pleasures. Our Lord’s ex- 
ample unquestionably sanctioning the 
innocent enjoyments of social and do- 
mestic life, it becomes necessary, with 
regard to particular indulgences, to put 
to.each individual the following inqui- 
ries as a test of lawfulness :— 

** Jo they lead you to neglect your duties to 
man or to God; to violate the laws of your Al- 
mighty Sovereign, to neglect his worship and 
service? Do they corrupt your hearts and 
withdraw your thoughts from that eternity to 
which you are hastening ? These are inquiries 
which each one of you must answer for him- 
self. No limit can be prescribed for all persons 
beyond which indulgence in pleasure is sinful. 
The variety in the constitution of the human 
character, and the difference of strength in the 
passions of different individuals, place at differ- 
ent degrees the point where indulgence in plea- 
sure becomes criminal. Each one must deter- 
mine for himself. The limits of lawful indul- 
gence are exceeded the moment worldly plea- 
sure begins to assume that place in our hearts 
which is due to God, to his laws, and to the 
work of our salvation. He that thus “ liveth in 
pleasure is dead while he liveth.” Innocent to 
a certain distance as may be the course in which 
she leads us; beyond that point, her house is 
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the way to heli going down to the chambers of 
death.” Vol. i. p. 170. 

Discourses on the spirituality of 
Messiah’s kingdom, and on the attes- 
tation to his divinity in the scene of 
his transfiguration, are followed by one 
on the duty of doing all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. In the explanation of 
the full extent of this precept, the 
whole service of. a Christian is de- 
clared and enforced. It is thus habi- 
tually to contemplate his character and 
offices, to trust to his merits and grace, 
to invoke his power, to follow his foot- 
steps, to obey his injunctions, to seek 
supremely his honour, to revere and 
love him with the whole heart. 

The testimony of miracles to the di- 
vine mission of Jesus is next consider- 
ed; and is followed by an exposition 
of the parable of the heuseholder, from 
which several important observations 
arise relating to the final acceptance 
and recompense of Christian labourers. 
In discoursing on “ Doing the Com- 
mandments,” from Rev. xxii. 14., the 
bishop pointedly declares who, of all 
professing Christians, are of the cha- 
racter said to have right to the tree of 
life: they only who do the command- 
ments from a right principle, in since- 
rity, universally, uniformly, and with 
perseverance. 

“* He only who endures to the end shall be 
saved. Of no avail will it be to have entered 
on the way of righteousness if we turn from it. 
The rewards of Heaven are not secured to any 
individual by an immutable deeree. Through 
the merey of God, and the merits of a Saviour, 
they are conferred only on those who do his 
commandments; and when we cease to do his 
commandments, we forfeit our title to these re- 
wards.” Vol. i. p. 271. 

Passing over the inculcation of faith, 
hope, and charity, on Quinquagesima 
Sunday, we come to a series of ser- 
mons on Repentance, appropriate to 
the season of Lent, in which are point- 
ed out the necessity of repentance, the 
sources of the disregard too generally 
manifested towards the calls to this 
duty, mistakes concerning it, and the 
danger of delay. A very important 
error, that repentance belongs only to 
gross and open transgressors, is thus 
corrected :— 

** Does thén sin consist only in positive vio- 
lations of the laws of God? Is its stain not con- 
tracted by omissions of duty? Oh! the law of 
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God is spiritual, strict, universal. It extends 
to the regulation of the thoughts and purposes 
of the heart. It demands the active graces of 
homage, of reverence, and love, to its Almighty 
Author. It claims an obedience which not only 
abstains from particular or gross transgressions, 
but which ardently and unceasingly aims at a 
conformity, in all respects, to God’s most holy 
will. Who, trying himself by this standard, 
will not acknowledge that he falls short? Who, 
contemplating himself in this mirror, will not 
see that he is a sinner? Who, when he finds 
that his life is daily marked by omissions of 
duty, and his heart destitute of many disposi- 
tions and exercises, which are necessary to con- 
stitute it pure in the sight of God, will not be 
sensible that he needs repentance ?” V oki. p. 315. 


Other mistakes are noticed, as relat- 
ing to the nature of repentance, its ex- 
ercises, the power by which it is per- 
formed, and the grounds on which God 
accepts it. In speaking of the exercises 
of repentance in different persons, those 
who, from their infancy, have sought 
to comply with the terms of the baptis- 
mal covenant, are thus exhorted :— 

** The duty of repentance is but imperfectly 
discharged, if they do not cherish a constant 
and lively sense of the evil of sin, and of their 
liability to its temptations, if they do not hum- 
ble themselves before God, in contrite acknow- 
ledgment not only of their infirmities, of their 
numerous sins of omission, but of those failyres 
in the Christian temper, or in some one Chris- 
tian duty, from which the best are not exempt: 
and above all, if they do not aim at that com- 
plete renovation and sanctification of soul and 
body, without which every professing Christian 
has only a name to live, while he is dead to the 
power and enjoyments of the divine life.” Vol.i. 
p- 362. 

“ The Old Paths,” is the title of a 
sermon, in which are exposed devia- 
tions from correct principles and prac- 
tices, in reference to the worship, the 
ministry, and ordinances of the Church, 
at least as applicable to the Church of 
England as to that of America. It is 
demonstrated that the cause of error 
is to be found more frequently in the 
weakness and corruption of the human 
heart, than in the accidental circum- 
stances in which the individual is 
placed. The first respect in which 
modern Christians are affirmed to have 
wandered from “ the good way,” is in 
the undue preference given to preach- 
ing, which, though it is to be highly 
valued as a divinely constituted means 
of “ exciting and fitting us to that holy 
communion in prayer with the Father 
of our spirits, by which all holy graces 
and virtues are to be nourished and 
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strengthened in ovr souls,” must not 
be estimated of equal importance with 
the end which it is designed to produce, 
and without which it will be utterly in- 
efficacious: for, as Herbert says, “ Pray- 
ing’s the end of preaching.” The se- 
cond particular is closely connected 
witlrthe former, the neglect of the wor- 
ship of the Church when there is no 
sermon. The appropriate exercise in 
the house of God, emphatically styled 
the House of Prayer, is surely not 
preaching, but prayer and praise; and 
whoever forms a just conception of the 
benefits arising from our Lord’s pro- 
mise, * where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am 1 in the 
midst of you;” whoever reposes confi- 
dence in the efficacy of social prayer, 
will embrace, as a privilege and a hap- 
piness, the power of joining in the pub- 
lic devotions, of seeking, by converse 
with Heaven in the sacred temple, 
strength and comfort under the trials, 
temptations, and duties of a perplex- 
ing, troublesome, and often corrupting 
world. Thirdly, That undue value for 
the performances of one minister above 
another, which leads Christians to for- 
sake their appropriate place of wor- 
ship, to the destruction of the “ decency 
and order” with which all things are to 
be done in the Church ; and of that har- 
mony, esteem, and confidence, between 
pastors and their flocks, which in no 
slight degree contributes to the useful- 
ness of the ministerial labours. A par- 
tial observance of Sunday, the neglect 
of church ordinances, and a contempt 
for the Church itself, a disregard for 
the sin of schism and for a valid com- 
mission to the exercise of the ministry, 
are severally noticed and condemned ; 
but not without clear and forcible de- 
monstration of the sinfulness of these 
deviations from the “ old paths” in 
“which primitive saints walked, and 
found rest to their souls,” deviations 
‘‘ which modern custom sanctions, and 
to which modern fashion so powerfully 
allures.” Vol. i. p. 405. 

At the approach of Easter the bishop 
again draws attention to the contem- 
plation of Messiah in the several scenes 
of his sufferings, his death, burial, and 
resurrection. The predictions concern- 
ing his life, hts birth, and his death, m 
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types and prophecies, with their exact 
fulfilment, are adduced as evidences of 
his divine mission. The nature of his 
sufferings as God and as man, and the 
purpose of them, as a propitiation for 
sin, and as an “ example that we should 
follow his steps,” are considered on the 
anniversary of his death. On Easter- 
even the discourse gives a very satis- 
factory explanation of the passage in 
1 Pet. iii. 18, 19,20, on Christ’s preach- 
ing to the spirits in prison. ‘The in- 
terpretation of Bishop Horsley is fol- 
lowed. 

The evidences of the Resurrection 
from prophecy, types, and testimony, 
are next considered, and thence we are 
led to the ends accomplished by the 
rising of our Lord from the grave, as 
respected himself, in the verification of 
his pretensions; and as it regards be- 
lievers, in the assurance of their justi- 
fication and resurrection. 

Our victory, through Christ, over sin 
ard death, is the subject next in order; 
it is viewed in respect to deliverances 
from the power and penalty of sin, by 
the expiation which Christ made for it, 
and by the substitution of mitigated 
conditions of acceptance for the rigor- 
ous and absolute holiness which the law 
demanded ; conditions which, through 
the quickening and sanctifying power 
of his Holy Spirit, he enables us to per- 
form. The subject of justification is 
treated with clearness and simplicity. 
‘The nature, the agents, the meritori- 
ous cause, the conditions and external 
means of its conveyance, are detailed ; 
and “ the whole process of our justifi- 
cation, of our being accounted righteous 
before God,” is made “ intelligible to 
the humblest capacity.” 

The character of genuine Christians 
is strikingly displayed by contrasting, 
in various particulars, the effects of 
walking “by sight” and “by faith,” 
with regard to the end of our being, 
to its character, condition, and destiny. 
The whole sermon is pre-eminently 
useful, as striking at the very root of 
the difference between the “ children 
of this world” and the “ children of 
light.” Perhaps one of the most forcible 
passages is this :— 

“ Trusting to the strength which nature af- 
fords, what assurance cm he have wm walks 
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only by sight of deliverance from the dominion 
of sin? Can he hope to expel from his bosom 
the unholy desires and passions whose sway is 
so firmly established there; to fix in his soul 
the spiritaal and holy graces ond virtues that 
ure so contrary to its corrupt propensitics ; to 
change the habits of sin for chose of holiness,— 
the wavs of ungodliness for those of Tigiiteous- 
ness? Can he hope to perform a work, the dif- 
ficulty of which is aptly denoted in the * Ethio- 
pian’s changing his skin, and the leopard his 
spots,’ by the unassisted efforts of his own mind; 
by his own resolutions so changeable; by his 
own strength so feeble? ‘To him who feels the 
dowinion of unholy passions, and the force of 
sinful habits, and has experienced the ineflicacy 
of his best resolutions and efforts to subdue and 
change them, what consalation and encourage- 
ment in the confidence which faith inspires, 
that the grace of a divine Sunctifier will be suf- 
ficient tor him, the strength of a divine Guide 
made perfect in his weakness. While he who 
walks only by sight, who trusts for his victory 
over his sinful passions only to his own efforts, 
remyins subject to their dominion ;—he who 
walks by faith, who habitually looks for the 
means of his spiritual triumph to the grace of 
Christ strengthening him, finds that by this 
grace he can overcome the world, beat down 
Satan under his feet, and obtain ‘ the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God.’ ” Vol. ii. p. 78. 
On the festival of the Ascension, we 
have an exposition of the 68th psalm, 
in its spiritual application to the ex- 
altation of Messiah, to the mercy and 
grace he bestows, to the extent and 
glory of his kingdom. “ The Christian 
looking for his Saviour,” is another 
sermon in which a distinguishing fea- 
ture of the true disciple is prominently 
displayed. All professing Christians 
must indeed look for their Saviour’s 
second coming as an article of faith; 
but it is the privilege of sincere Chris- 
tians to look for the Saviour with the 
holiest hopes and liveliest joy; for they 
look to him to raise their bodies incor- 
ruptible, to bring their souls from the 
place where they shall have awaited 
the reunion with their glorified bodies, 
to absolve them publicly from the guilt 
and punishment of sin, to vindicate 
their integrity, to proclaim God’s ac- 
ceptance of their good works as evi- 
dences of their sincerity and pledges 
of their qualification for that blessed- 
ness to which he will then exalt. them. 
On Whit-Sunday, the personality of 
the Holy Ghost is proved from John 
xiv., whence also we learn his intimate 
union with the Father and the Son, 
together evidencing the Trinity in 
Unity. The title of Comforter is then 
considered as peculiarly appropriate 
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to the service he was to render the 
apostles. 


** But, my brethren,” continues the bishops 
“the Comforter came not only for the apostles, 
but for the Church and for us its members. 
© That Spirit cf truth’ then descended upon 
the Church, by whose operations Christ ¢ abides 
with it for ever” Not only the source of that 
authority by which its officers minister in holy 
things, but of that grace by which its members 
are governed and sanctified. As the Spirit of 
tlluminations, by his powerful but incompre- 
hensibie operations, he enlightens us to under- 
stand the truth of God’s word, and to discern 
the riches of grace and merey in Jesus Christ. 
As the Spirit of guickening power, he awakens 
the slumbering conscience, and excites in the 
careless and impenitent a sense of their guilt 
und danger, and an carnest solicitude for the 
things that belong to their eternal peace. As 
the Spirit of sanctification, he puvifies our 
depraved affections, and renews us after the 
image of him who ereated us. As the Spirit 
of consolation, this divine ‘Comforter’ re- 
freshes and animates us through every doubt, 
difficulty, and trial. And ss the Spirit of power 
aud might, he enables us successfully to engage 
in our spiritual warfare ; to triumph over the 
enemies of our salvation; and, finally, to attain 
the crown of everlasting life. 

**' Through the merits and intercession of the 
Redeemer, the grace of this Holy Spirit is 
given anto all men, in that degree whieh en- 
ables them to work out their salvation, But 
Christians enjoy his sanctifying and comfort- 
ing influences through them union with the 
Chureh, which this Spirit governs and sancti- 
fies, Constituted members of Christ’s mystical 
body in baptism, we are entitled, my Christian 
brethren, to the influences of that divine Spirit 
by which this body is animated. We are the 
‘temples of this Holy Ghost,’ and let us not 
incur the tremendous guilt of resisting and 
quenehing the Spirit of God.” Vol. ii. p. 128. 


The fourteen sermons which follow, 
“ relate to the doctrine of the Trinity 
generally, and particularly to the per- 
sonality and offices of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost, as set forth in the Ni- 
cene Creed.” We should regret that 
we had not room for an analysis of this 
very useful course, could we suppose 
it possible that our readers were not 
already satisfied of the injustice of the 
charge alluded to in Bishop Hobart’s 
preface, so far at least as it is directed 
against himself. No one can fail to 
discover, even in the few extracts we 
have made, an energy of religious feel- 
ing, absolutely incompatible with a 
temporizing spirit, or superficial cha- 
racter. No one can doubt, after having 
passed his eye over the subjects enu- 
merated in our short syllabus, that to 
declare “ all the counsel of God” to 
the congregations of which he has the 
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charge, is the conscientious study of 
the bishop of New-York; and we should 
not be inclined to suspect the clergy, 
in his diocese at least, of refusing to 
follow an example recommended to 
them by piety and talents which do 
honour to the Church and country of 
the possessor. 


owe Oe 
For the Christian Journal. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Lhirty-seventh Annual Convention 
of the Diocese of South-Carolina, 
held in St. Michael’s Church, Charles- 
ton, on the 16th, 17th, and 18th of 
February, 1825. 

THE convention was composed of the 

Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, 12 presby- 

ters, 8 deacons, and 28 lay-delegates, 

representing 13 parishes; and was 
opened with morning prayer, read by 
the Rev. David I. Campbell, minister 
of St. Stephen’s parish ; and an appro- 
priate discourse delivered by the Rev. 

William Barlow, rector of Claremont. 

The holy sacrament of the Lord’s sup- 

per was then administered by the bi- 

shop, assisted by the Rev. Edward Rut- 
ledge, rector of St. Thomas and St. 

Dennis. 

The Rev. Frederick Dalcho, M. D. 
was elected secretary and treasurer. 

On motion of the Rev. Edward Rut- 
ledge, the thanks of the convention 
were presented to the Rev. Mr. Bar- 
low, for his appropriate and excellent 
discourse delivered before them this 
day; and a copy thereof requested for 
publication in the Gospel Messenger. 

Conformably to the 45th Canon of 
the General Convention of 1808, “ pro- 
viding for an accurate view of the state 
of the Church,” the Right Rev. Bishop 

Bowen delivered the following address : 


My Brethren of the Clergy and 
of the Laity, 


The statement which it is my duty 
to make to you on this occasion, of the 
uccurrences and transactions of the 
year, in which, as members of this con- 
vention, we are interested, needs not 
any long suspension of its: business. 
‘The churches, besides those in the city, 
in which, according to the requisitions 
vf the Canon, I have officially minis- 
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tered since your last meeting, are Christ 
Church, Christ Church parish; St. 
John’s Church, Edisto; St. John’s, 
John’s Island; and St. John’s, Berkley; 
the church at North Santee; St. Helena’s 
Church, Beaufort; St.Helena’s Church, 
St. Helena Island; and St. Luke’s pa- 
rish church. In the last instance of vi- 
sitation duty mentioned, a new build- 
ing, erected near the original parish 
church, on ground given for the pur- 
pose by John Guerard, Esq., was con- 
secrated. This edifice has been erected 
by a liberal effort of pious zeal on the 
part of the members of this parish; 
and is an honourable memorial of the 
efficacy of the ministry among them, as 
well as of a reverence for the sanctu- 
ary, Which a too.parsimonious appro- 
priation of the ability held at the hands 
of the Lord of the sanctuary could not 
satisfy. It is hoped that the Rev. Mr, 
Van Pelt, now the rector of this parish, 
will in future be enabled to spend as 
well the summer as the winter months 
among its people; and thus enhance to 
them the value of his already much 
esteemed services. Christ Church pa- 
rish, which, when I visited it, was served 
by occasional missionary ministrations, 
has since engaged more statedly the 
services of the Rev. Mr. F. H. Rut- 
ledge. Confirmation was administer- 
ed, on my visiting them, in St. John’s 
Church, Edisto Island; St. Helena’s, 
Beaufort; and St. Helena’s, St. Helena 
Island; and in St. Luke’s Church. The 
same rite has been administered also, 
in the course of the year, in St. Philip’s, 
St. Paul’s, and St. Michael’s Churches, 
in this city. The whole number of per- 
sons on these several occasions con- 
firmed is 107. At Beaufort, Mr. Ed- 
ward Neufville was ordained a deacon. 
Other persons admitted within the year 
to the same order of the ministry, are, 
Charles Elliott, Paul Trapier Keith, 
Philip Gadsden, Edward ‘Thomas, 
George W. Hathaway, and Isaac Low. 
The two last mentioned persons had 
not.been candidates for the ministry in 
this diocese. Their ordination here 
was authorized, in the case of Mr.:Ha- 
thaway, -by letters dimissory from Li- 
shop Ravenscroft; and in that of Mr. 
Low, by testimonjals addressed to tue 
from the standing committee of New- 
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York ; the bishop of that diocese being 
absent on account of his health; con- 
cerning which, as a matter in which 
we cannot but feel ourselves greatly 
interested, it is grateful to have learned: 
that recent intelligence has gladdened 
his anxious diocese; and the hope is 
authorized that he will soon resume his 
tmportant duties. 

Mr. Hathaway has accepted an ap- 
pointment to serve the church at Che- 
raw, in the stead of the Rev. Mr. 
Wright, who has been obliged, by the 
want of compensation adequate to the 
support of a numerous family, to dis- 
continue his ministry in that station. 
Mr. Low has undertaken to serve the 
church at St. Simon’s, in Georgia. 

Candidates received within the year, 
ure Mr. Aaron Dexter, and Mr. Rich- 
ard 5. Green. ‘These, with such as have 
veen before reported, and not yet or- 
dained, make the whole number of can- 
didates now belonging to the diocese to 
be five. 

Of changes which have occurred 
since our last meeting, I have first to 
refer, with a sorrow of which you all 
cannot but be partakers, to that occa- 
sioned by the death of the Rev. Mr. 
Gilbert, rector of Grace Church, Sul- 
livan’s Island, and professor of mathe- 
matics in Charleston College. He fell, 
among the many victims of pestilence, 
in Ortobez last; and the church of 
which he was rector, has wept in his 
jeath, the loss of a pious, able, and 
much esteemed and respected minister. 
Indeed, net to that particular congre- 

tion and community enly, but to our 

Yhurch and society in general, his loss 
is greater than I can express. He was, 
jn every relation and character which 
Providence had given him to sustain, 
well entitled to the esteem he so largely 
enjoyed. As the father of a family, as 
2 minister of Christ, and as an instruc- 
tor of youth, his death has been, and 
must continue to be deeply felt, and 
reasonably deplored. But, while we 
indulge a chastened sorrow on account 
of the calamity which it has pleased 
the Lord to bring upon our Church, in 
the removal of this estimable and va- 
lued brother, let us not be unmindful 
of the goodness which has exempted 
our Church, as to its clergy, so gene- 
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rally from the afilictions of the year ; 
and permitted an enlargement of their 
number, under circumstances encou- 
raging to our hopes, of their increased 
collective usefulness and honour. The 
removal of the Rev. Mr. Adams, lately 
professor of mathematics in Brown Uni- 
versity, into this diocese, and the addi- 
tion of six other clergymen to our num- 
ber by ordination, are pleasing circum- 
stances, well calculated to afiect com- 
fortably the mind, which, as to the con- 
dition and character of our Church, 
looks with solicitude to the future. Mr. 
Adams has been appointed principal 
of Charleston College, and the persons 
recently ordained are, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Keith, who has been ap- 
pointed:to serve the church at North 
Santee, employed under arrangements 
made by the Protestant Episcopal So- 
ciety for the Advancement of Christi- 
anity. ‘Fhe Rev. Mr. Taylor has re- 
moved from North Santee to the church 
on John’s Island. No other removal 
has taken place within the year, among 
our parochial ministers. 

The provision which was mentioned 
to you at the last convention, for the 
accommodation of the poor of our com- 
munion in the city at public worship, 
has been since completed; and the 
church which you were informed was 
building, having been consecrated, is 
in regular use by a minister acting in 
the capacity of domestic missionary, 
and a congregation which his assiduous 
and faithful services have induced to 
attend statedly there the offices of our 
Church’s worship. 

The Protestant Episcopal Society 
for the Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina, continues usefully to 
prosecute the objects of its institution. 
It has suffered, with most other insti- 
tutions of charity, from the pecuniary 
embarrassment which has clhiaracter- 
ized the last few years ; but has, never- 
theless, been able to extend important 
aid to the Church in several places. 
Hf, in the present year, its aid should, 
in some instances, be withheld from 
those who have heretofore experienced 
its benefits, it will be through no dimi- 
nution of its good will towards them, 
but through the absolute necessity of a 
discrimination by which, of demands 
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upon its bounty, a selection is made of 
those which seemed to have their foun- 
dation in a need the most urgent, be- 
cause otherwise entirely incapable of 
relief. Missionary services are now, 
by its means, extended to some of the 
middle districts of the state, to Pendle- 
ton and Cheraw in the upper, and to 
several places in the lower. Let me 
be permitted again earnestly to solicit 
for this society, the patronage of all 
members of our Church, who hitherto 
have not been contributors, either by 
annual or life subscription, to its funds. 
it has been instrumental of great good, 
and would be of more, if its claims 
were noticed according to their plain, 
unquestionable, intrinsic merit. 

It is proper that [ take this occasion 
to mention, that by an act of the legis- 
lature at its last session, the charter of 
the society has been so altered, as to 
authorize and qualify the trustees to 
receive in trust such funds as may be 
committed to them by other corpora- 
tions. All doubt is thus removed of 
the safety reciprocally between them- 
selves and the vestries of parishes 
which had given, or may hereafter 
give, property into their trust, in order 
to its being more effectually secured to 
the purpeses of its sacred appropria- 
tion, 

Is it not desirable that a committee 
of this body be appointed, who, toge- 
ther with a committee of the trustees 
of the Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity, may cansult as to the 
practicability of rescuing from aliena- 
tion from all uses of the Church, pro- 
perty which, originally given for them, 
is now remaining in some places where 
the offices of our Church have beea 
for years suspended; and are likely to 
continue so, from the want of persons 
sufficient ia number for parochial ar- 
ganization ? 

I will detain you with little in addi- 
tion to the statement of matters thus in 
compliance with express requisition 
laid before you. 

Of our General Seminary, it were 
scarcely allowable that I should make 
no mention. It has been favoured with 
your liberal interest in its welfare ; and 
its condition and prospects, at every 
such meeting as the present, must be 
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to you a subject of solicitude and in- 
guiry. It is grateful to me to be au 
thorized to report to you respecting 
these, that they are better than when 
we last were together here. Important 
measures, wisely adapted to the ad- 
vancement of the interests of the insti- 
tution, were adopted by the annual 
meeting of the trustees in July dast; 
and the hopes of its friends are in some 
happy degree animated. Still there is 
occasion, in contemplating the state of 
this institution in reference.to the num- 
bers and wealth of the members of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States, to apprehend that either 
the right steps have not yet been taken 
to bring its claims duly under their at- 
tention, or that it is vain to expect them 
to act with acommon and concentrated 
feeling, upon subjects the most urgently 
and worthily demanding it. The se- 
minary is still inadequately endowed, 
and is supported more by the disinter- 
ested zedi of its faculty, than the li- 
berality of the Church. The purpose 
adopted of permanenily locating it in 
buildings to be erected for its accom- 
modation in the immediate vicinity of 
the city of New-York, affords encou- 
ragement to hope, that it wiil soon pre- 
sent itself more conspicuously and in- 
telligibly to all, as an object of safe 
and sutisfactorybenefaction. From the 
known generosity of the enterprising 
and energetic community in which its 
seat is fixed, muck is reasonably ex- 
pected. 

It was deemed proper on a former 
occasion, to recommend to the patron- 
age of the members of our Church, pe- 
riodical religious publications conduct- 
ed-in New-York and the eastern dio- 
cese, as vehicles of useful intelligence 
and instruction. At the beginning of 
the last year, a work of that descrip. 
tion was undertaken by members of 
our Church in this city. It has not yet 
been adequately supported; chiefly, it 
may be presumed, because it has not 
been generally known. May I be per- 
mitted to mention, that the continued 
publication of such a work among our- 
selves, is, for obvious reasons, much to 
be desired ; and to request for it the 
countenance and patronage of the mem- 
bers of this body? 
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1 have only further, in concluding, 
to express as usual to my brethren of 
the clergy, the solicitude I feel, that in 
the business which we in common have 
in hand, we may be found faithful. 
They will bear with me, even should [ 
seem importunate with them on the 
subject, while I urge the importance of 
the utmost industry of service in our 
several places which circumstances will 
possibly permit. In some instances the 
portion of the year is less than the half 
of it, in which it seems to be regarded 
safe or necessary to remain in the scene 
of duty. In such cases, I need not say, 
there is not a day to spare from the 
most active and efficient occupation of 
which we are capable; and especially 
as to the duties of our ministry among 
those who must, during our absence 
from them, be without any pastoral in- 
struction and attentions. [ am ignorant 
of the character of no one who is in the 
exercise of the pastoral functions among 
us, and I am confident 1 do not err in 
entertaining the assurance, that there 
is no one to whom it is indifferent whe- 
ther all be done that may, within the 
sphere of his bounden duty, to make 
his office useful in promoting the di- 
vine glory and human happiness. Yet 
there may be, on the part of some of 
my brethren yet comparatively inex- 
perienced in the ministry, an unconsci- 
ous oversight of claims on their pasto- 
ral attention, which, on consideration, 
they will, I am satisfied, in every in- 
stance, cordially recognize. People of 
the humbler descriptions of life may, 
in our country places, not prefer their 
claim on our notice by an attendance 
on the offices we statedly administer. 
They are not the less, for that reason, 
entitled to our solicitude and attention. 
Wherever, on inguiry, they are not 
found to profess themselves to be of 
other denominations, our duty plainly 
js to consider them as subjects of our 
pastoral care, and to endeavour to 
inake them partakers of the benefits of 
our ministry. They may be found re- 
luctant to attend upon the offices of 
the Church, and they may be unable 
to contribute to their support. But 
these reasons will not excuse us from 
the manifest duty of interesting our- 
selves in their moral welfare, and with 
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a view to this, endeavouring to interest 
them in the objects of our ministry. 
Let us earnestly deprecate the re- 
proach from our Charch, that the rich 
and the poot should not meet together 
in it before the Lord, their common 
Maker. 

My brethren of the laity will indulge 
me with the liberty to suggest, how 
much the clergy in the performance of 
their duties need their unwearied kind- 
ness and support. ‘They are aware of 
the difficulties and ineonveniences with 
which, in some instances, faithful mi- 
nisters of Christ have to contend in the 
prosecution of their duties. I cannot 
but be painfully solicitous to see these 
as much as possible lessened, and am 
persuaded that no Christian mind can 
be indifierent that they should be. There 
is nothing which, either as Christians 
or citizens, we consistently can more 
earnestly desire, than that the moral 
efficacy of the ministry may pervade 
the whole system of society, and be 
seen upon the character and conduct 
of all ciasses of people. Tf need not 
detain you, to show that this cannot 
be, if the provision is withheld which 
is necessary to enabie those intrusted 
with it to perform its duties. In many 
places of this diocese there is a libera- 
lity exercised in making such provision, 
which, taken in reference to numbers, 
will scarcely be found in any place in 
any other. May its honourable example 
diffuse its influence wherever circum- 
stances make it necessary. 


N. BOWEN. 


On motion of the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, 
the thanks of the convention were pre- 
sented to the bishop for his address ; 
and the clergy of the several churches 
are requested to read it to their respec- 
tive congregations for general informa- 
tion. 

The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed delegates to the General Con- 
vention :—The Rev. Christopher E. 
Gadsden,D.D., the Rev.AllstonGibbes, 
the Rev. Maurice H. Lance, the Rev. 
Milward Pogson, William Heyward, 
Gouverneur M. Wilkins, Hon.William 


Drayton, Elias Horry. 


The Rev. Allston Gibbes, secretary 
of the standing committee, read the fol- 
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jowing abstract of their proceedings for 
the last year :— 

The standing committee, in compli- 
ance with a request of the convention 
held in 1823, respectfully submit the 
following abstract of their acts during 
the past year, for the information of the 
convention :— 

Tn discharge of the duties assigned 
them by the Constitution and Canons 
of the Church, they have, since the last 
meeting of the convention, recommend- 
ed to ihe bishop to be received as can- 
didates for holy orders, Mr. Dexter Le- 
land, late of Edisto Island, and Mr. 
Richard $. Green, late of Providence, 
Rhode-Island. 

They have granted the canonical 
testimonials to the following persons, 
previously recognized as candidates for 
orders, who have been accordingly ad- 
mitted by the bishop to deacons’ cr- 
ders, viz. Mr, Charles P. Elliott, of this 
city; Mr. Edward Neufville, of Prince 
William’s parish; Mr. George W. Ha- 
thaway, of Cheraw; Mr. Paul Trapier 
Keith, of Georgetown; Mr. Philip Gads- 
den, of this city; and Mr. Edward Tho- 
mas, of St. Stephen’s parish. 

They have received the following 
sums, collected in behalf of the General 
‘Theological Seminary at New-York, 
viz. from St. Paul’s Church, Pendle- 
ton, $24, and from St. Mark’s parish, 
S17, amounting to the sum of $41, 
which has been duly placed to the cre- 
«lit of Mr. Isaac Lawrence, chairman of 
the finance committee of the General 
Theological Seminary, in the office of 
discount and deposit of the United 
States Bank in this city. 

In compliance with the desire of the 
iast convention, they have likewise ad- 
dressed circular letters to the ministers 
and vestries of the several parishes in 
this diocese, respecting the collections 
recommended to be made in behalf of 
the General Theological Seminary, the 
result of which will, it is presumed, be 
reported in person by the ministers and 
delegates of the several parishes. 


The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed the standing committee for the 
ensuing year :—The Rev. Christopher 
#. Gadsden, D. D., the Rev. Paul T. 
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M. D., the Rev. Allston Gibbes, the 
Rev. Christian Hanckell, David Alex- 
ander, Joseph Johnson, M. D., Robert 
J.Turnbull, Thomas Lowndes, Samuel 
Wragg. 

The parochial reports furnish the 
following aggregate :—Baptisms (adults 
52, children 188, not specified 136) 376. 
Marriages 81. Funerals 189. Sunday 
scholars 563. Communicants 1803. 

Of the above the following are re- 
ported as of coloured persons : —Bap- 
tisms (adults 23, children 2, not spe- 
cified 34) 59. Marriages 11. Sunday 
Scholars 210. Communicants 427. 


The Rev. Dr. Gadsden, from the 
committee on the General Theological 
Seminary, made the following report : 

The committee of the General The- 
ological Seminary, believing that it 
must be interesting to all the friends of 
the Church to mark the progress of 
this valuable institution, and that it 
may be useful to encourage the reason- 
able solicitude which is entertained on 
this subject, would respectfully submit 
to the convention such particulars as 
they have been able to collect. 

We understand that there are at pre- 
sent 28 students at the seminary, two 
of them from this diocese. There are 
only three other candidates for orders 
here; one of them, it is expected, will 
soon avail himself of the great oppor- 
tunities for improvement offered by 
that institution. In the last report of 
the faculty, after remarking “ that the 
number of pupils is small, compared 
with the whole number of candidates,” 
and expressing their ‘* regret, that the 
want of pecuniary aid obliges so many 
to content themselves with a private 


education ;” they say that “ they hope . 


it will not be considered indecorous if 
they suggest the great benefit which 
would accrue to the cause of religion 
and of our Church, if the larger and 
more wealthy of our congregations 
were to support one student annually 
at the seminary. They hope too, that 
experience will justify them in express- 
ing the opinion, that to extend the term 
of candidateship from one year, as now 
required by the Canons, to three, would 
promote, in a very high degree, the in- 
terests of the seminary. For it is a fact, 
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that but few young men can be induced 
to spend three years in the seminary, 
if there is a probability of their receiv- 
ing orders after a shorter term of pro- 
bation; and hence it is that our first 
classes and our second, at the close of 
the second session, are so small.” 

The gentleman, Mr.G.C.Verplanck, 
who acted gratuitously as professor of 
moral science and the evidences of 
Christianity, has been elected a mem- 
ber of Congress; but we indulge the 
hope, that he will continue his relation 
to our seminary ; and his late valuable 
publication must unavoidably increase 
our solicitude on this subject. Another 
of our professors has also favoured the 
theological student with a very learned 
work, entitled, “* Notes on the Epistle 
to the Romans.” 

At the annual meeting of the trus- 
tees in July, it was resolved that a suit- 
able building should be erected so soon 
as the sum of $10,000 could be col- 
lected. We have reason to believe that 
the greater part of this sum has been 
obtained. 

The Rev.Robert B.Croes ias evinced 
his gratitude to the institution at which 
he was educated, by devoting himself 
for a considerable term to the useful 
office of collector, agreeably to the re- 
quest of the trustees. He has obtained 
subscriptions in North-Carolina to the 
amount of $2,300, in Maryland to the 
amount of $5,200, in South-Carolina 
to the amount of $2,782. The whole 
amount collected by hiry since October, 
1823, has been about 330,000, besides 
$7,000 not yet paid. 

Of the subscription on his book, in 
our diocese, there has been — § 1,475, 
and there remains unpaid $ 307. 





* Amount collected by the Rey. Robert B. 
Croes, April, 1824:— 


Subseribed. Unpaid. Paid. 
+Charleston, $1,02560 $242 $781 60 
St. Pauls, Stono, 76 00 25 51 00 
St. B: artholomew’s, 5 00 5 00 
Beaufort, 306 00 155 145 00 
St. Helena Island, 173 60 85 $3 00 
St. Luke’s, 150 00 50 80 00 
Edisto, 65 00 55 10 00 
} Georgetown, 955 00 695 260 00 
Pineville, 55 0U 0 55 00 





Total, 782 6 60 $1,507 $1,475 60 
¢ a v these comer collection: had been previously 
oade by Bishep Browne 7 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
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We have the great satisfaction to re« 
port, that the Bishop Dehon scholar- 
ship, founded by the ladies of this dio- 
cese, in testimony at once of their at- 
tachment to a revered name to that 
Church which he loved, is now in a 
condition to be immediately useful. 
The amount invested for this fund is 
$3,025. 

Conformably to the resolution nass- 
ed last year by the convention, the pa- 
rishes in which sermons had never been 
preached in aid of the seminary, were 
addressed en that subject; reports from 
which have just been submitted to the 
convention, and are not in possession 
of the committee. 

As the object of the sermon is to ex- 
cite an interest in favour of the semi- 
nary, as well as to precede e collection, 
we recommend that the sermons should 
be preached, to be followed by collec- 
tions, as soon a6 convenient, in those 
parishes in which they have not yet 
been, with a view of diffusing informa- 
tion as to the intentions of the Church 
in relation to this object, and as to the 
present situation of the seminary; and 
that the standing committee be request- 
ed to address the ministers and vestries 
on the subject. 

We also would recommend, that the 
candidates for holy orders in this dio- 
cese should not, “ without great cause 
and necessity,” pursue their studies at 
any other place than the seminary ; 
and we would ask leave to express @ 
wish, that those candidates who might 
be hindered by their circumstances, 
should be assisted with a loan by the 
pious liberality of their respective con- 
gregations. 

Lastly, we recommend that there be 
instituted, under the direction of this 
convention, a scholarship, to be called 
the “ Bishop Bowen Scholarship ;” and 
that, for carrying this purpose into ef- 
fect, a person shall be appointed in 
each parish, who shall act in the recess 
of the convention, and report to the 
next meeting. In favour of this mea- 


sure we deem it necessary only to re- 
mark, that the effect of the scholarships 
which may be instituted, will be td re- 
lieve our Society for the A dvancement 
. of a from the expense of as- 

sting indigent candidates for orders, 
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and thus enabling that society to apply 
its efforts to the other valuable pur- 
poses for which it was instituted, and 
in particular, that of sending forth mis- 
sionaries, for whom there is an increas- 
ing demand in our diocese. 


On motion of the Rev. Mr. Lance, 
resolved, that the report be accepted ; 
and that, in order to carry the recom- 
mendation ef the committee into effect, 
the delegates present in convention do 
nominate to the president one person 
from each parish, and that the presi- 
dent do make the appointment for such 
parishes as are not represented in this 
eonvention. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Lance, 
resolved, that this convention highly 
approve of the Gospel Messenger, a 
religious magazine, published monthly 
by members of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in Charleston, and recom- 
mend it to the patronage and support 
ef Episcopalians im this diocese. 


The following resolution was moved 
by Mr. John Gadsden, and passed :-— 

Resolved, that a committee of three 
be appointed, who shall be empowered 
during the recess, in conjunction with 
a committee appointed on the part of 
the Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity in South Carolina, to in- 
quire into the state of any property 
heretofore belonging to the Protestant 
Episcopal churches in this state, in any 
parishes where there are no vestries ur 
trustees having charge thereof, and to 
adopt such measures as may be neces- 
sary to secure the possession of the 
same to the board of trustees of the 
said society, in trust for the use of the 
churches in the said parishes respec- 
tively, or, with the consent of the Epis- 
copalians in the parish, to the assist- 
ance of some other parish in which a 
congregation is organized; and that 
they report to the next convention. 


The president then, on motion, ap- 
pointed the following committee :— 
John Gadsden, Col. John Porter, jun. 
and Robert Barnwell. 


The annual report of the Protestant 

spiscopal Society for the Advance- 

ment of Christianity in South-Carolina 
was read, and is as follows:— 
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The board of trustees of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Society for the Ad- 
vancement of Christianity in South- 
Carolina, submit their treasurer’s state- 
ments of the bishop’s permanent and 
common funds for the past year. 


The receipts on account of the per- 
manent fund, it will be seen, have been 
confined, with the exception of a sub- 
scription of $20, to the interest and 
dividends on its stock ; three-fourths of 
the amount of which have been trans- 
ferred to the eredit of the common fund, 
in pursuance of the resolution of the 
convention of February, 1818. The 
balance in the treasurer’s hands is 
$311 06. 

The stock of the fund is the same as 
at the date of the last report; no pur- 
chase having been made, in conse- 
quence of the doubts which existed re- 
specting the style in which investments 
of moneys held by the society in trust 
ought to be made. The board have 
now the pleasure of stating, that, in 
conformity with the recommendation 
of the committees of the convention 
and of this board appointed to confer 
on the subject, an application was 
made to the legislature, at its late ses- 
sion, for an amendment to the charter 
of the society, enabling it to hold pro- 
perty, in its corporate name, in trust 
for objects consistent with its design ; 
and that an act was passed conferring 
the authority desired. As soon as an 
authentic copy of this act is received, 
the balance in the treasurer’s hands will 
be invested; and the stock now held 
by the trustees in trust, will be trans- 
ferred to the corporate name of the so- 
ciety, in trust. 

The following contributions have 
been made to the bishop’s common 
fund during the past year, viz.— 


By St. Philip’s, $250; St. Michael’s, 
140; St. Paul’s, Radcliffeborough, 
110,38; St. John’s, Colleton, 50; 
Prince George, Winyaw, 753 St. 
Luke’s, 40; St. Paul’s, Stono, 205 
St. Paul’s, Pendleton, 30; “t. Hele- 
na Island, 30; North Santee, 30; 
St. Thomas and St. Dennis, 305 St. 
James’s, Goose Creek, 20; St. An- 
drew’s, 10; Claremont, 20. 

Carried over - Total, S855 88 
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Brought over - Total, $855 88 
Deduct part of the contribu- 

tion of St. Jolin’s, Colle- 

ton, credited in the account 

for the year ending Febru- 

ary, 1824, by mistake - 30 





Bishop’s permanent fund, 
three-fourths of its income 
during the year+ - 293 44 





$1,119 32* 
Their contributions amounting to 
the sum of $825 88, which, with 
$293 44, the three-fourths of the in- 
come of the permanent fund transferred 
to the credit of the common fund, makes 
tie total amount of the latter, for the 
past year, $1,119 32. 
In behalf of the board of trustees, 
NaruanteL Bowen, President. 
February 18, 1325. 


The book containing the accounts of 
the treasurer of the society for the trust 
funds, was laid upon the secretary’s 
table, for the inspection of the conven- 
tion. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Gervais, 
the report was accepted. 

The treasurer having laid his accounts 
before the convention, Mr. Bay and Mr. 
Ravenel were appointed a committee 
to examine them. ‘The committee soon 
after reported that they had found the 
treasurer’s accounts correct, and that 
there remains a balance in his hand of 
$150 90; which report was accepted. 


On motion of the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, 
resolved, that the convention of this 





* Since the adjournment of the convention, 
the following suis have beeu reecived on the 
same accouut, viz. — 

From St. lielens, Beaufort - - $50 

From St. Diwvid’s, Cheraw a ° 10 

From St. Michsel’s, Charleston, this 

sum, which, with $140 above stated, 

makes its c mtribuuon S$ 350, as re- 

commended by the last convention -. 210 
Besides which, the following churches have 


siguified their assent to the recommendation of 


the last convention, but have not yet forwarded 
their contribuuions, viz.— Trinity Chureh, Co- 
Jambia; St. Mark’s, Clareudou; All Saints, 
Waccamaw. 

it is understood that St. Panl’s Church, Rad- 
clifeborough, will comply with the recommen- 
cation of the convention. 

Charleston, ist March, 1825. 
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diocese have witnessed with satisfac- 
tion the successful result which has at- 
tended the efforts of their brethren oi 
the diocese of Connecticut, in the esta- 
blishment of an Episcopal college in 
the city of Hartford; and do hereby 
recommend said college to Episcopali- 
ans, as aflurding an opportunity of edu- 
cating their sons under the direction of 
members of their own Church, and un- 
der the happy influences of ler institu- 
tions and liturgy. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Barlow, 
resolved, that the next meeting of the 
convention be held on the last Wed- 
nesday of January next. 

On motion, the thanks of the conven- 
tion were presented to the president and 
secretary for their respective services. 

After prayers by the bishop, and the 
blessing, the convention adjourned. 


Canon passed in the above Convention, 


providing for an accurate View of 


the State of the Church. 


Every minister having a parochial 
charge in his diocese shall, at or before 
the meeting of every annual conven- 
tion, deliver, or transmit to the bishop, 
or where there is no bishop, to the pre- 
sident of the convention, an accurate 
Statement, in writing, of the number of 
baptisms, burials, and marriages in his 
parish or church, during the year end- 
ing on the Ist January preceding ; spe- 
cifying the number of places where, 
and how often in each, divine service 
is held; the number of families, com- 
municants, adults, and children under 
14 years, attending, or belonging to 
the same; the number catechized by 
him, and on how many Sundays; whe- 
ther there be any Sunday school, and 
if any, the number of children and 
teachers, and the subjects of instruc- 
tion in the same; and generally, all 
such other matters as may tend to 
throw light on the state of the church 
under his care: which reports shall be 
laid before the convention, and entered 
on the journals, conformably to the 
45th general Canon. 


The Church in this diocese consists 
of the bishop, 28 presbyters, 11 dea- 
cons, and 39 organized congregations. 





—— 
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For the Christian Journal. 
On the Observance of Prayer Days. 


Messrs. Epirors, 


SEVERAL years ago,* you did me 
the favour to insert a communication 
on the observance of prayer days. The 
several points on which I then touched 
have ever since maintained all their in- 
terest in my mind ; and have sometimes 
led to more than ordinarily serious re- 
flections. As I have seen one after an- 
other of those who then manifested 
their love for the house of the Lord by 
attendance on these occasions, called 
for ever from the Church on earth, and 
our little band of worshippers thus con- 
tinually thinned, I have been almost 
tempted to fear that soon the Church 
will find none of the children whom 
she has nourished and brought up, 
willing to listen to her pious call, and 
to go, on these days, to the temple at 
the hour of prayer. But God, in his 
mercy, will, I trust, avert a state of 
things so little creditable to the piety 
of our Communion. 

My thoughts have been particularly 
directed to this subject by the recent 
removal to a better world of the excel- 
lent General Clarkson. In the multi- 
tude of ways in which his life wasa 
pattern most worthy of imitation, a 
very prominent rank should be given 
to the fidelity with which his religious 
duties were discharged. Almost as long 
as I remember any thing of Trinity 
Church, I remember that good man’s 
uniform attendance. Very rarely, and 
never without good and sufficient cause, 
were the doors of that temple open for 
worship, but he was to be seen in his 
accustomed place. Alas! that - place 
knows him no more. And from the 
little flock of week-day worshippers, 
he is peculiarly missed. The deep 
sense of loss, in this particular, which 
his death has occasioned, brings the 
subject to mind with peculiar force 
and interest. 

There are, in this city, between two 
and three thousand communicants of 
our Church, and of course a much 
Jarger number of members. How is 
it, then, that the only two churches 





* See Christian Journal, vol. iii. page 181. 
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which are uniformly open on the li- 
tany days and holy days in the week, 
can gather but such small congrega- 
tions ; and that the few other churches 
which have occasional prayers, are 
little, if any, more successful ? 

Is it said that it is not a duty to go 
to church more than en Sundays? 
Suppose this is so. Is the service of 
God so grievous a burden, so unwel- 
come an exercise, so unprofitable an 
employment, that we will closely con- 
fine ourselves to that degree of it which 
we cannot help? Do we remember 
what we owe to God, our Creator, our 
Preserver, the Authour of all our bless- 
ings, our Redeemer, our Sanctifier, and 
our Saviour? Do we think of the mea- 
sure with which he metes to us his 
blessings? And can we, then, find it 
in our hearts to be governed by cold 
calculation of what is the least that 
will be decent and proper, when His 
servieé is concerned? Do we remem- 
ber how largely we calculate upon the 
continuance of his mercy and loving- 
kindness, ‘when we are so careful not 
to do more than we can help in using 
the means by which he would have us 
seek them ? Rafe 

But on the score of duty. The parti- 
culars of duty, we know, are not a little 
dependent on circumstances. Now is 
there no obligation resting upon Chris- 
tians to avail themselves of the oppor» 
tunities placed within their reach, of 
using the appointed means of growth 
in grace, of promoting the honour of 
God, and of advancing their own sal- 
vation? If the house of God is open, 
and his ministering servant is in wait- 
ing, is there no obligation on his peo- 
ple to do their part in preparing an of- 
fering to his most holy name? 

But it takes off too much time from 
the calls of secular duty. What time 
is asked? Ordinarily not an hour for 
each service. But this hour is fixed at 
‘a very inconvenient time. No hour 
could be fixed which would not be in- 
convenient to some. But I would put 
the question to the most industrious in 
this world’s dutiesyand to those whose 
‘situations in life render their industry 
‘the most essential, Is not equal time, is 
not the very hour, often, or at. least 
sometimes, given to pleasure. to id!e- 
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ness, or to some purpose by no means 
essential to their faithful discharge of 
their temporal obligations? And can 
it never be given to the service of their 
God? 

I will admit that there are cases in 
which attendance at church on week- 
days is morally impossible, and would 
involve dereliction in the discharge of 
those secular duties which God is 
pleased to regard as connected with 
the proper service of himself. But are 
these cases so characteristick of this 
community as to be a sufficient reason 
for the little attention that is paid to 
the calls of the Church on prayer days 
and holy days? 

Are there among us none of leisure, 
who, with little or no inconvenience, 
could habitually attend the services of 
those days? Are there none whose 
worldly duties might well be so ar- 
ranged as, without any detriment to 
them, to allow of at least an occasional 
attendance? Are there none in whose 
cases the only sacrifice would be a little 
interference with pleasure, or with at 
Jeast no very important appropriation 
of time? Are there no men of busi- 
ness, or none occupied in domestick 
concerns, who might not, at least some- 
times, retire from the world, and spend 
the appointed hour in the house of 
God? Might we not thus have always 
at least a tolerable congregation to do 
justice to the Churcl: in her sacred 
appointments, and to manifest, that 
though in the world, they do not for- 
get their God? 

To the Christian who is seeking a 
better country, that is an heavenly, 
and would be directed and aided in 
advancing towards it; to the penitent, 
who, in the humble and contrite sense 
of his guilt and unworthiness, would 
be comforted and cheered by the great 
and precious promises of the Gospel ; to 
the believer, who would manifest and 
exercise true faith in the merits of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and live in holy 
communion with him; to him who, 
duly appreciating the necessity, would 
enjoy the unspeakable blessing, of the 
sanctifying and strengthening influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit; and to him 
who, aware of the danger and incon- 
sistency of worldly-mindedness, would 
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have his mind drawn up to high and 
holy things; I would especially apply 
the subject. 

But what if any, even of these, join 
in the too prevalent light esteem of 
prayers! Wow narrowly should they 
watch themselves, lest there be, in al! 
their religious professions, the most sad 
self-delusion ! O! how it grieves me to 
hear the indifference with which even 
professing Christians regard “ only 
prayers!” think of Him who is the 
object of prayer. I think of the infi- 
nite blessings of which prayer is the 
appointed mean. I think of the hea- 
venly inheritance for which prayer is 
a most essential preparation. I think 
of the evangelical piety from which 
prayer is inseparable. I think of all 
the great and precious promises which 
God has been pleased to make to 
prayer. And still [hear of the little 
importance of merely prayers. Popu- 
lar preaching draws Christians in very 
crowds. Let the worship of God sim- 
ply be proposed, and but here and 
there a single individual is seen to give 
it attention. And yet we hear of the 
increased piety of the age! 

But among the many classes of whom 
we ought to expect better things, there 
is one which should not be overlooked. 
Are there no Churchmen who, mani- 
festing indifference to the regular ser- 
vices of prayer days and holy days, 
find yet both time and inclination for 
attendance on religious meetings un- 
known in the standards of our Church, 
foreign from her principles, and unfa- 
vourable to that well ordered piety 
which she would instil into her mem- 
bers? Her services are more condu- 
cive than any other to the true spirit 
of evangelical devotion. They lead to 
none of those exhibitions of gifts and 
talents which are so wont to cherish the 
unholy influence of spiritual pride. 
They repress that undue indulgence of 
mere animal sensibility which has so 
powerful a tendency to throw much 
more of feeling than of substantial 
piety into the religious character. They 
foster not the truly dangerous errour of 
substituting skill and facility in making 
prayers for praying. They provide 
devotions better than which Christians 
need never have, and’ call them to the 





ee 








wa 4 (Vv 4 \vy ™“ ee YF PP eee NS —_S=- 


ww «N 


Sw 


fe 


Sune, 1825.] 





most humbling and most unostentatious 
manner of offering them. Whatever 
tends to their disparagement is not 
only an injury and an act of injustice 
to the Church, but also an hinderance 
to the influence of evangelical piety 
upon her members. One of the most 
genuine proofs that we could have of 
a revival among us of true primitive 
Christianity, would be an increased 
attention to the holy and edifying ser- 
vices of the Church. 

One more idea I would take the li- 
berty—and I do it with great respect 
and deference—of suggesting on this 
subject. 

Among all the errours of the Church 
of Rome, there is yet in her much from 
which Protestants could very profitably 
learn. Every priest, in the communion 
of that Church, is bound, by a solemn 
obligation, to perform daily, either in 
publick or in private, stated services, at 
least as long as our morning prayer. 
The good effect of this, besides its ordi- 
nary devotional benefits, is its keeping 
the services of their Church constantly 
in their minds, and drawing their atten- 
tion to the large portions of Scripture 
comprised in the required offices, and 
thus necessarily read every day. In 
imitation of this, the Church of Eng- 
land orders that “ all priests and dea- 
cons are to say daily the morning and 
evening prayer, either privately or 
openly, not being let by sickness, or 
some other urgent cause.”* That the 
observance of this rule would be to edi- 
fication, none can doubt. There is al- 
ways time to give to literary pursuits, 
to recreation, to social enjoyment, and 
to other matters not essentially con- 
nected with professional duty, a very 
unimportant retrenchment upon which 
would afford ample opportunity for 
carrying such a custum at least into a 
very useful degree of operation. More 
frequently, perhaps, and in more places, 
than is generally thought, a little atten- 
tion to the subject might render prac- 
ticable the adoption of the farther pious 
provision of the same Church—* And 
the curate that ministereth in every 
parish church or chapel, being at home, 





* See “ Concerning the Service of the 
Church,” after the prefaee, in the English 
Book of Common Prayer. 
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and not being otherwise reasonably 
hindered, shall say the same in the pa- 
rish church or chapel where he mini- 
stereth ; and shall cause a bell to be 
tolled thereunto, a convenient time be- 
fore he begin, that the people may 
come to hear God’s word, and to pray 
with him.”* : 

CULTOR CHRISTIANUS. 
New-York, May, 1825. 





Report of the Trustees of Columbia 
College. 

Tne trustees of Columbia College 
beg leave respectfully to present to the 
regents of the university the following 
report of the present state of that insti- 
tution :— 

The number of students who have 
matriculated during the present colle- 
giate year, is as follows, viz — 


In the senior class - - 21 
In the junior class - - 28 
In the sophomore class - 46 


In the freshman class = - 34 


Making a total of ~ 129 


Since the last report of the president 
to this board, twenty students have, 
from various causes, left the institution. 
It is stated by the president that the 
students are, in general, attentive to 
their studies, and exemplary in their 
conduct; and that the professors of the 
institution have been assiduous in their 
Jabours, and with great faithfulness and 
ability have performed the duties of 
their respective departments. 

The following statement of the ac- 
tual course pursued by the classes in 
the several departments of study, is 
founded upon the reports of the pro- 
fessors made by them to the president, 
and by him submitted to the trustees : 

In the mathematical department, the 
freshman class is engaged, in the first 
part of the annual session, in the study 
of the elements of algebra, including 
the theory and practice of quadratic 
equations. In the latter part of the 
session, this class studies the first book 
of Euclid’s Elements. The sophomore 
class begins the course of study with 
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the second book of Euclid’s Elements 
of geometry, and proceeds to the end 
of the sixth book. The study of solid 
geometry is next in order, according to 
the eleventh book of Euclid. After 
which, the class advances to plane tri- 
gonometry, logarithms, and the doc- 
trine of cubic equations in algebra. 
The junior class commences with men- 
suration ; to which succeeds the theory 
of surveying Then the class proceeds 
te spheric geometry and spherical tri- 
gonometry, with the theory of loxodro- 
mics. The class then studies conic 
sections, analytic geometry, and enters 
on the elements of geometrical fluxions 
and the differential calculus. The se- 
nior class studies the elements of the 
integral calculus, or the inverse me- 
thod of fluxions, with the application 
to various general researches, such as 
the quadrature of curves, their rectifi- 
cation, contents of the solids generated 
by their revolutions, &c. The class 
then applies the same calculus to the 
most important points in the theory of 
statics and dynamics, comprehending 
a system of analytical mechanics, serv- 
ing as an introduction to the mechanics 
of Laplace and Lagrange. 

With the professor of moral philoso- 
phy and rhetoric, the sophomore class 
are oceupied in the following manner : 
In the first part of the annual session, 
Murray’s larger English grammar is 
studied minutely, and a continued ana- 
lysis made of the same by every mem- 
ber of the class ; the principles of philo- 
sophic grammar being given to them 
by frequent illustrations of the subjects 
as brought forward in the text book. 
From simple analysis they are gradu- 
ally trained to independent composi- 
tion, on subjects connected with the 
course of study in which they are ac- 
tually engaged ; which principle is pur- 
sued throughout the period in which 
their compositions are subjected to the 
professor. In the second part of the 
session, Tytler’s Elements has been 
the text book hitherto adopted; upon 
which has been grounded a course of 
historical reading, pursued by the stu- 
dents ir proportion to their zeal and 
leisure. On this subject the professor 
has always endeavoured to intermix 
with his instructions as much of the 


~~ 


philosophy of history as the circum- 
stances of their age and knowledge ren- 
dered adviseable. The junior class, in 
the first part of the session, use Blair’s 
Lectures as the text book ; an analysis 
of which is regularly prepared by every 
member of the class, in addition to the 
reading and examination of composi- 
tions relating to the same or correlative 
subjects. In the second part of the 
session, as no text book is to be found 
containing the prescribed course in a 
form suitable for an academic class, 
this course is carried on by lectures, 
with constant reference however to the 
various sources of more enlarged infor- 
mation. With these lectures is com- 
bined regular examination of the sub- 
jects therein treated of. The practice 
of composition and public reading is 
pursued as before. By the senior class, 
in the first part of the session, the his- 
tory of philosophy is pursued by means 
of lecture and examination, with con- 
stant reference, as before, to larger 
sources of information. Intellectual 
philosophy is taught in the same man- 
ner, including the history of opinions 
as well as the principles of the Science 
itself. On the subject of moral philo- 
sophy, the aim of the professor is not 
merely the examination of theories and 
systems of ethics, but the practical im- 
provement of those committed to his 
care, by imbuing their minds with sound 
and just principles of moral conduct 
resting on rational conviction. In the 
second part of the session, moral phi- 
losophy is concluded. ‘The subject of 
political economy is, for obvious rea- 
sons, pursued by lectures. In order 
that a more varied aud liberal view 
may be taken of the contreverted ques- 
tions in which it abounds, frequent re- 
ference is made to all authors of esta- 
blished reputation ; and one or more of 
them required to be in the hands of the 
students. 

The following is the course pursued 
annually, with occasional slight varia- 
tions, by the three upper classes, in the 
classical department :—The senior class 
read the C:dipus Tyrannus ; part of 
the extracts contained in the second 
volume of the Collectanea Greca Ma- 
jora; the Heautontimorumenes and 
Phormio of Terence ; and attend eight 
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written lectures on Grecian literature. 
The junior class read Longinus’s Trea- 
tise on the Sublime entire, and the Me- 
dea of Euripides; the first book, and 
part of the second, of Cicero de Ora- 
tore ; Horace’s Art of Poetry; the se- 
cond book of his Epistles, and about 
half of the Andria of Terence; and 
have delivered to them three written 
lectures.on subjects connected with 
their studies—The sophomore class 
read the extracts from Lysias, Demos- 
thenes, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, 
and from Aristotle’s Ethics, in the first 
volume of the Collectanea Graca Ma- 
jora, and those from Homer, Hesiod, 
and Appolonius of Rhodes, in the se- 
cond volume ; Cicero de Senectute and 
de Amicitia, and the first book de Offi- 
ciis; the first two books of Virgil’s 
Georgics, andva selection from the Sa- 
tires and Epistles of Horace. They 
have also about twelve lectures on Gre- 
cian antiquities. 

The adjunct professor of languages is 
attended by the freshman class alone ; 
and the manner in which they are em- 
ployed with him will appear by the 
following statement :— 

The present freshman class have 
read in Greek the extracts from Xeno- 
phon’s Anabasis, and Polyzenus, con- 
tained in the first volume of the Col- 
lectanea Majora. They are at present 
reading the extracts from Herodotus, 
which, together with those from ‘Thu- 
cydides and Aelian, will complete their 
Greek course for the first part of the 
session. They read in the second part 
of the session, extracts from Xeno- 
phon’s Memorabilia, Isparates, Plato, 
Theophrastes, and Polybius. 

In Latin, the class have read Sal- 
lust’s History of the Conspiracy of Ca- 
tiline entire, and 44 chapters of that of 
the Jugurthine War. The rest of the 
wolume affords sufficient occupation for 

«the remainder of the first part of the 
session. During the second part of the 
session, they read a selection of the 
Odes of Horace, and of the Orations 
of Cicero. 

The class have also pursued the 
study of Roman antiquities, and an- 
cient geography. Latin prose compo- 
sition has also been attended to twice 
every week. The exercises are written 
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out in the lecture-room, on a board pre- 
pared for the purpose, and are correct- 
ed and criticised by the whole class, 
immediately after being written. Dur- 
ing the second part of the session, they 
write Greek and Latin exercises alter- 
nate. The text books in Latin exer- 
cises, are Valpey’s Elegantia Latina, 
and Crompie’s Gymnasium. 

The course of chemistry and natural 
and experimental philosophy has been 
improved, in the junior class, by the 
introduction of a text book for that part 
of it which is purely chemical; a text 
book more elementary, and better suit- 
ed to the age and information of those 
who generally compose that class. 

It was made part of the duty of the 
professor of the above subjects, at the 
time of his appointment, to keep a re- 
gister of the barometer and thermome- 
ter. After keeping it regularly for up- 
wards of two years, he found that the 
results, owing to the imperfection of 
the instruments belonging to the col- 
lege, although repaired and fitted up in 
the best practical manner, to be unim- 
portant, and not proper to be com- 
pared, for any scientific purpose, with 
registers kept elsewhere. ‘L'his defect 
has now been obviated, tlirough the 
kind assistance of Captain Sabine, of 
the British artillery. ‘That gentleman 
having been made acquainted with the 
wants of his friend, Professor Renwick, 
has procured for him a standard baro- 
meter from the British board of longi- 
tude, which is intrusted to his care, and 
will probably remain with him two or 
three years. He will, by means of it, 
be enabled to ascertain the value of 
two good barometers in his possession, 
which, after being well compared, will 
be as valuable for the purpose of obser- 
vation as the standard instrument itself. 
Professor Renwick has also, through 
the introduction of the same gentleman, 
become a correspondent of Mr. Daniell, 
of London, the first meteorologist of 
the age, and has been furnished by him 
with one of his hydrometers and an at- 
tached thermometer. Observations are 
now regularly taken in the college four 
times in the twenty-four hours—sa 
9 A.M., 3 P.M., 9 P.M., and 3 A.M. 

While the trustees feel much gratified 
by having it in their power to present 
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to the regents so favourable a view of 
the course of instruction in Columbia 
College, they, at the same time, are 
constrained to express their regret, 
that, in consequence of the state of 
their finances, they have not only been 
precluded from increasing the useful- 
ness of the institution under their care, 
by the establishment of new professor- 
ships, the completion of their philoso- 
phical apparatus, and the extension of 
their library; but that, in order to bring 
their annual expenses within their an- 
tual income, they have been obliged to 
have recourse to the painful expedient 
of curtailing the salaries of their presi- 
dent and professors, and of increasing 
the tuition fee of the students. 

Under these circumstances, it is 
hoped that the regents will be sensible 
of the need which is felt by the trus- 
tees of Columbia College, of further 
pecuniary aid; and that they will ex- 
ert the influence of their honourable 
body, in procuring for the petition now 
before the legislature of this state, a 
prompt and favourable attention. All 
which is respectfully submitted. 

CLEMENT C. MOORE, Clerk. 
February 7, 1825. 
Archiepiscopal Palace of Lambeth. 

Among the subjects of interest connect- 
ed with the archiepiscopal palace of Lam- 
beth, are the following :—In the guard. 
room is a whole-length of Henry prince 
of Wales. In the long gallery are many 
portraits of celebrated archbishops and 
others, among which is one of Martin Lu- 
ther, and in the windows are coats of se- 
veral archbishops. In the dining-room are 
portraits of all the archbishops, from Laud 
to Cornwallis. In the library are a paint- 
ing in glass of Philip king of Spain, and 
many valuable books and manuscripts. 
In the Lollard’s Prison, at the top of the 
Lollard’s Tower, are eight large iron rings 
fastened through the wainscot an inch 
thick of oak, which lines the walls. Upon 
the sides are various scratches, half sen- 
tences, and letters cut out with a knife in 
black letter by some of its unhappy in- 
raates. Here were confined the unfortu- 
nate earl of Essex, before he was sent to 
the Tower, and Bishop Thirleby, who 
died here Fifteen archbishops have died 
in the palace. Catharine of Arragon, upon 
her first arrival in England, lodged some 
days in the “archbishop’s inne.” In the 
chapel Archbishop Parker was buried. In 
the time of Charles I. the corpse was re- 
moved and thrown into a hole in one of 
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the out-houses, and the chapel made @ 
dancing-room ; but after the restoration 
it was reinterred. 


Alps softened by Hannibal. 

A new scholium has been offered upon 
the legend of Hannibal’s softening the 
Alps, by a suggestion that the acetum al- 
leged to have been employed in that pro- 
cess, was what is known in modern che- 
mistry by the name of pyroligneous acid, 
and which was procured by the combus- 
tion of the vast pile of wood mentioned in 
the narrative. 

Manuscript Discoveries. 

The following is a list of the principal 
palimpsest, or rescript, manuscript disco- 
veries which had been made previous to 
the recent ones of Angelo Mai: 1. Parts 
of the New Testament, recovered by Ku- 
sher and Wetstein, from a MS. of the 
sixth or seventh century, in the royal 
library at Paris.—2. Portions of the Epis- 
tles to the Romans, transfated by Ulphi- 
las, bishop of Gothland, in the fourth 
century, found, with other fragments, by 
Francis Augustus Knittell, in 1755.—3. A 
part of the ninth book of Livy, discovered 
in the Vatican library, in 1773, by P. J. 
Bruns.—4. The Gospel of St. Matthew, re- 
covered from a rescript MS. in the library 
of Trinity College, Dublin, in 1801, by the 
Kev. J. Barrett, D. D. 


Klaproth’s Calculations of the Flood. 

M. Kiaproth, in his elaborate work lately 
published at Paris, entitled Asia Polyglot- 
ta, calculates the year of Noah’s flood on 
the following data. The Bible gives it, 
according to the Hebrew text, at 2348 
years before Christ; the Samaritan, 5044; 
and the Septuagint, $716. According to 
an ancient tradition, M. Klaproth says the 
Messiah was to appear in the sixth mille- 
nium after the creation, a period which 
the Jews considered it as much their in- 
terest to throw back, as the Christian 
translators sought to advance it; hence 
the great difference’ between them; and 
he therefore adopts that of the Samaritan 
text, which in this particular he thinks 
may have remained most uncorrupted. 
The first ruler of China was Fu-chi, and 
in his time, the Chinese historians say, a 
rebel, named Kung-Kung, caused a great 
flood: this, according to M. Klaproth’s 
calculation, occurred about 3028 years 
before Christ. The fourth Indian period, 
Kalijuga, begins about 3101 years before 
Christ. This epoch, he supposes, must 
have been preceded by some great revolu- 
tion in the earth, probably the great flood 
mentioned by Moses and the Hindoo tra- 
ditions. Thus (he concludes) we find here 
three remarkable and almost cotemporary 
epochs: Noah’s flood, according to the 
Samaritan text, 3044 years before Christ 
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Indian flood, begining of the Kalijuga, 
3101 before Christ; beginning of the Chi- 
nese state, 3082 before Christ. Assuming 
the average of these three numbers, he 
obtains, as the year of the great flood, 
3076 before Christ. 


Meteorological Observations. 


Dr. Adam Clarke has lately communi- 
cated to the public some meteorological 
observations, in which he remarks—“ From 
my earliest childhood I was bred up ona 
little farm, and as I found that much of 
our success depended on a proper know- 
ledge and management of the weather, I 
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was led to study it ever since I was eight 
years of age.” In this science he states 
that he has attained extraordinary success, 
as the result of which he advocates the 
weather table attributed to Dr. Herschel, 
but which the son of that gentleman has 
recently disclaimed on the part of his late 
futher. Dr. Clarke says, that the accuracy 
of this table is truly amazing; and that, 
if Dr. Herschel had lived for no other pur- 
pose than to construct it, posterity would 
have reason to bless his memory. Some 
of our meteorological readers may pere 
haps thank us for inserting this table, as 
arranged by Dr. Clarke. 
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In general, the nearer the time of the moon’s change, first quarter, full, and last 
quarter, is to midnight, the fairer will the weather be during the seven days follow- 
ing ; and the nearer to midday, or noon, these phases of the moon happen, the more 
foul or wet the weather may be expected to be during the next seven days. 


Means of preventing Steam-boatAccidents. shop of Canterbury, to the bishopric of 


The Royal Academy of Paris, having 
been called upon by the government to 
report on the proper means to prevent ac- 
cidents from explosions of steam-engine 
boilers, have proposed, that the boiler 
should be proved by the hydraulic press 
with a force five times greater than it is 
designed to overcome; that a safety valve 
should be attached to the boiler, and lock- 
ed up; and that the boiler should be sur- 
rounded by a thick wall of masonry, an 
interval being left between the boiler and 
the wall, and between the wall and the 
neighbouring buildings. M. Dupin pro- 

oses also a metalic plug in the boilers, 
formed of such an alloy as should melt at 
a temperature a few degrees above that at 
which the engine is intended to work. 


Consecration of the Bishop of Nova- Scotia. 

On Sunday, March 27, 1825, the Rev. 
John Inglis, D. D.* ecclesiastical commis- 
sary in the diocese of Nova-Scotia, was 
consecrated at Lambeth, by the archbi- 


that diocese, on the resignation of the 
Right Rev. Bishop Stanser. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. A. Hamilton, 
secretary to the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 


Ordination. 

On Tuesday, the 3d of May, at St. Paul’s 
Church, Boston, Messrs. Daniel L. B. Good. 
win, and Thomas S. W. Mott, were admit- 
ted to the holy order of deacons by the 
Right Rev. Alexander Viets Griswold, 
I). D. bishop of the eastern diocese, who 
delivered a sermon on the occasion. 


Convention of Pennsylvania. 

The forty-first annual convention of the 
diocese of Pennsylvania was held in St. 
Paul’s Church, in the city of Philadelphia, 
on the 17th, 18th, and 19th of May. At 
the opening of the convention the bishop 
delivered a charge to his clergy. But the 
several matters transacted will be noted 
in our usual abstract, when we are fa- 
voured with a printed copy of the journal. 


Dr. Inglis is a native of New-York ; of the parish of Trinity Church in which city his late father, sinee bishop 


of Nova-Scotia, was for many years the rector. 
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Convention of New-Jersey. 

The forty-second annual convention of 
the diocese of New-Jersey, was held in St. 
Peter’s Church, Perth Amboy, on the 25th 
and 26th May. A full meeting of clerical 
and lay delegates was had, and the busi- 
ness of the convention was transacted 
with great harmony and unanimity. Our 
usual abstract of the journal of this con- 
vention will also be given when we are 
favoured with a copy. 


Conventions of Virginia & North-Carolina. 
The convention of the diocese of North- 
Carolina commenced its session at Wash- 
ington, on Thursday the 21st of April last, 
and adjourned on the following Monday. 
And the convention of the diocese of Vir- 
ginia assembled in Richmond on Thursday 
the 19th of May, and was, we understand, 
numerously attended.—So soon as we are 
furnished with the means of forming them, 
our ustial abstracts of the journals of these 
conventions shall likewise be given. 


Churchman’s Magazine. 

We are gratified in announcing to the 
members of our communion the rivival 
of this useful and interesting work. It 
commenced with April, and is published 
at Middletown, Connecticut, by Messrs. 
Starr and Niles, under the editorship of 
the Rev. Dr. Bronson, principal of the 
Episcopal academy at Cheshire. There 
can be no doubt but that this work will 
be conducted in a manner highly reput- 
able to its editor, and every way worthy 
the patronage of Episcopalians. We cor- 
dially bid it welcome, and give it our 
best wishes for an extended circulation. 











Obituary Notices. 
THE REV. JOSLPH DAVIS WELTON. 


This worthy man died at Waterbury, on 
the 16th January, 1825, in the forty-second 
year of his age. In him were combined 
those virtues and graces that adorn the 
Christian character. From his childhood 
were observed in him that mildness, hu- 
mility, and devotedness to his Lord and 
Saviour, that shone so conspicuous in 
riper years. The sweetness of his dispo- 
sition and benevolence of heart, endeared 
him to all his acquaintances. In social 
life he exhibited a characteristic fidelity, 
kindness, and uprightness of deportment. 
As a Christian, adorning in all things the 
doctrine of God his Saviour, in which his 
understanding and affections appeared 
equally interested, he has left a worthy 
example to his bereaved family and friends. 
As a clergyman of the Protestant Episco- 
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pal Church, he was ardently devoted to 
the duties of his sacred office; till his 
health became so impaired that he was 
obliged to retire from the exercise of the 
ministerial duties. In the retirement of 
private life, that sacred instruction that 
he had so often imparted to others, ap- 
peared indelibly fixed upon his heart, and 
shone conspicuous in his life and conver- 
sation. Hus body now rests in the grave, 
and his immortal spirit has returned to 
the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, in a 
joyful hope of a hsppy immortality — 
Churchman’s Magazine. 

Mr. Welton was ordained deacon by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Jarvis, of Connecticut, 
in 1808, and priest by the same bishop in 
1810. 


THE REV. ROBERT SEYMOUR S¥MMES, 

Died in Charleston, 5S. C.on the 9th April, 
1825, the Rev. Koprent Sexmoun Symmes, 
in the 54th year of his age He was born 
in the island of Jamaica, and in early life 
was sent to England tor his education. He 
was a graduate of Queen’s College, Ox 
ford; was admitted to deacon’s orders, 
June Sth, 1797, by Dr. North, Bishop of 
Winchester; and ordained priest, Febru- 
ary 22d, 1800, by Dr. Buckner, bishop of 
Chichester. After his arrival in the United 
States, he resided for ten years in the dio- 
cese of Virginia, as rector of Christ Church, 
Norfolk, and afterwards of Hungar parish, 
on the eastern shore. He removed to 
Charleston in 1818, and officiated for 
about two years as assistant minister of 
St. Paul’s Church, Radcliffeborough. For 
the last two years he was master of one 
of the puviic free schools in Charleston. 
His heaith had been declining for many 
months, and after several weeks of severe 
suffering, his days were terminated by ty- 
phus fever. He has left a widow and seven 
children to mourn the loss of an affection- 
ate husband and tender father, who, under 
God, was their only support. In the midst 
of his sufferings, and in view of his imme- 
diate dissolution, it was not the least of 
his comforts to remember the mercy which 
said—** Leave thy fatherless children, I 
will preserve them alive; and let thy wi- 
dows trust in me.” He died in full reli- 
ance upon the merits of the Saviour.— 
Gospel Messenger. 











Calendar for July, 1825. 


3. Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
10. Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 
17. Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 
24. Eighth Sunday after Trinity. 
25. St. James the Apostle. 
$l. Ninth Sunday after Trinity. 


To eran tates es concluding review of Sternhold is received, and will appear in our 
number for July.—The communications of several ether correspondents will also be noticed in 


the same number. 
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